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November 9, 2011 

It was announced on 31 October 2011 that the Dubai International 
Finance Centre (DIFC) Courts are now finally open to all parties 

outside the DIFC jurisdiction, provided that there is an agreement 

between the parties to refer their disputes to the DIFC Courts. 

The announcement came following the signing of "Law No. 16 of 2011 
On Amending Some Provisions of Law No. 12 of 2004 Concerning The 

Dubai International Finance Centre Courts" by HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai.  It also coincided with the start of the International Bar 

Association's annual conference, which took place in Dubai this year. 

The potential benefits of this pivotal development are far-reaching in 
that Dubai-based companies outside the DIFC (or indeed any litigants 

outside the DIFC) now have immediate access to a common law, 
English language court within the UAE, in a modern judicial centre, 
boasting a panel of internationally well known and reputed judges.  

Previously, the Court's jurisdiction was largely confined to disputes 

where one party was located within the DIFC itself, with the Court 
refusing jurisdiction where the only connection between the parties 

and the Court was a DIFC Courts jurisdiction clause in their contract.  
In addition, companies are likely to find the possibility of submitting 
disputes to the DIFC Courts attractive due to the fact that the latter can 

award substantive costs to be paid by the losing party, which is not the 
case in other UAE civil courts. 

DIFC Court judgments may be converted into a Dubai Courts 

judgment by virtue of the Protocol of Enforcement between the Dubai 

Courts and DIFC Courts.  Under the protocol, and Article 7(3) of the 
related Judicial Authority Law, the executive judge of the Dubai Courts 

has no jurisdiction to review the merits of any judgment, award or 
order of the DIFC Courts. 

Once an execution order of the Dubai Court is obtained, the award will 

be enforceable anywhere in the UAE, under UAE Constitutional Law, 
and enforceable anywhere in the Gulf Cooperation Council ("GCC"), 
under the GCC Convention for the Enforcement of Judgments and 

Judicial Notices and Delegations (the "GCC Convention").   Under the 

GCC Convention, judgments issued in any of the six member 
countries of the GCC (UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Oman) are enforceable in any other 
GCC country. 
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As a note of caution, we are unaware of any DIFC Court judgment that 
has yet been enforced (or where any enforcement attempt has been 

made) in any of the GCC countries other than the UAE.  It has been 
reported that DIFC Court judgments have been converted into Dubai 
Court judgments on a number of occasions.  

Some commentators are therefore playing down the significance of the 

widening of the DIFC Court's jurisdiction, citing enforcement fears.  
Only time will tell whether there is any merit in their concern. 

For more information, please contact Peter Gray at +971 4 425 6317 
pgray@dl.com,  Andrew Gibson at +971 4 425 6319 agibson@dl.com 

or your Dewey & LeBoeuf relationship lawyer.  

 


