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We understand that our role 
is to help clients protect their 
interests and reach their 
business objectives.
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About Dewey & LeBoeuf 

Dewey & LeBoeuf is a leading global 
law firm providing our diverse client 
base with national and cross-border 
solutions to all of their legal require-
ments. We have also earned a 
reputation for our deep firm-wide 
experience in numerous sectors, 
including energy, financial services, 
insurance and technology.

With more than 1,100 lawyers in 
26 offices spanning major financial 
markets around the world, we are 
one of the largest law firms in New 
York City and one of the largest US 
firms located in London.

As a firm that frequently advises our 
clients on assignments that span 
multiple practice areas and juris-
dictions, we have well-established 
strengths in the emerging markets. 
Over a third of our lawyers are 
based outside of the US in exciting 
areas of growth, including China, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and South Africa. This is comple-
mented by our well-established 
network of offices across Asia, 
Europe and the United States.

The firm regularly wins recogni-
tion for its achievements and 
was ranked in American Lawyer’s 
prestigious A-List in 2011, which 
ranks the top 20 law firms in the 
US according to their revenue 
per lawyer, pro bono activity and 
commitment, associate satisfaction 
and diversity. We are also ranked 
as one of Vault’s “20 Best Law 
Firms to Work For.” Our practices 
and industry sector groups are also 
recognized as leaders in the legal 
profession. The firm consistently 
features among the top law firms in 
publications including Chambers, 
Legal 500, Bloomberg, Thomson 
Reuters and mergermarket for its 
ground breaking transactional, 
regulatory and litigation work. The 
firm is also a two time winner of the 
prestigious Thomas L. Sager Award 
presented by the Minority Corporate 
Counsel Association (MCCA) for its 
diversity initiatives.

For additional information, please 
visit www.dl.com. 



Dewey & LeBoeuf  |  China Practice

4  |

China Practice 

China Practice Overview

Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP’s China 
Practice Group represents clients 
in many of today’s most important 
and resonant corporate transac-
tions. In addition to receiving other 
numerous prestigious accolades 
over the last decade, in 2010 we 
were named “Law Firm of the Year” 
in energy and natural resources by 
Asian-Counsel magazine. 

Our lawyers have extensive training 
in Chinese law and have unmatched 
experience representing inter-
national investors with business 
development matters and market 
entry into China. We have handled 
complicated and first-of-their-kind 
inbound transactions, including 
establishment of one of the first 
hotel joint ventures in China, and 
advisement on one of the first 
corporate acquisitions by foreign 
investors under Chinese acquisition 
laws and regulations. The China 
Practice Group has worked to open 
key markets across a broad range 
of service sectors for goods ranging 
from semiconductors to forest 
products.

After over a decade of experience 
in China, the firm has established 
strong client relationships with 
Chinese companies and govern-
ment entities. The firm has built one 
of the most successful outbound 
investment practices among inter-
national law firms in China. Over the 
last ten years, the firm has advised 
Chinese companies on some of 
the largest and most high-profile 
outbound corporate M&A trans-
actions, particularly in the energy 
sector. As Chinese companies 
venture beyond China’s borders, 
they need help exploring opportuni-
ties – accessing capital markets, 
negotiating ventures, establishing 
and registering operations – and 
dealing with adversity – defending 
litigation, resolving trade disputes 
and lobbying to protect their 
interests. The firm’s fully integrated 
global resources are readily available 
to advise Chinese clients in these 
various situations and jurisdictions.

We understand that our role is to 
help clients protect their interests 
and reach their business objec-
tives. To facilitate this process, the 
firm’s China Practice has assembled 

an exceptional in-country team 
with cross-industry and multi-
jurisdictional experience to advise 
Chinese companies and interna-
tional investors in China. The roster 
of lawyers in our China Practice 
includes world-class lawyers 
based throughout our global office 
network. Lawyers in the firm’s 
Beijing office have received local 
and international legal training, are 
fluent in English and Chinese among 
other languages, and possess an 
erudite understanding of Chinese 
culture and business norms. Our 
China Practice Group is widely 
recognized as one of the world’s 
leading teams when it comes to 
assisting Chinese companies with 
overseas investments and transac-
tions.
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China Practice (cont’d)

International Awards & 
Rankings

Dewey & LeBoeuf is widely recog-
nized as a market leader in sectors 
such as mergers and acquisitions, 
capital markets, private equity, 
complex litigation, intellectual 
property litigation, government 
investigation, environmental law, 
international trade, structured 
finance, antitrust, tax and bank-
ruptcy. The firm possesses leading 
industry experience in sectors 
including banking, energy, utilities, 
insurance, sports and entertain-
ment, life sciences and healthcare, 
telecommunications, consumer 
electronics and manufacturing. 

Below are some highlights of recent 
recognitions, rankings and statistics:

Energy

• No. 1 for Energy & Natural 
Resources in New York (Chambers 
USA, 2006-2011);
• “Law Firm of the Year” in the area 
of energy and natural resources 
(Asian-Counsel magazine 2010);
• No.1 Energy & Natural Resources 
Law Firm in Russia (Chambers USA 
Guide, 2002-2010);
• Energy & Nature Resources Team 
of the Year (Legal Business Awards, 
2009); 
• New York Area’s Best Lawyers 
(New York Area’s Best Lawyers 
2009 Edition);
• America’s Leading Business 
Lawyers in Energy (Chambers USA, 
2007);
• No. 1 for Energy & Natural 
Resources in 2006 (Corporate 
Scorecard, The American Lawyer 
2007);
• No.1 Energy & Resources Deal of 
the Year (ALB China Law Awards, 
2006);
• No.1 Energy M & A Law Firm in 
Asia (mergermarket, 2005);

• No.1 Energy Regulatory Law Firm 
in New York (Chambers USA Guide, 
2005);
• 2000 North American Law Firm of 
the Year in Power (Chambers Global 
Awards); and
• No.1, 1999-2002 domestic 
(US) utility industry M&A deals 
announced (Thomson Financial).

Insurance

• No. 1 Insurance: Transactional & 
Regulatory Law Firm in New York 
(Chambers USA, 2011);
• Dewey & LeBoeuf awarded rein-
surance/insurance “Best Law Firm” 
for the tenth consecutive year at 
the 2011 Reactions Global Awards; 
(Reactions, 2011);
• The International Who’s Who of 
Insurance and Reinsurance Lawyers 
2007;
• 1st for life and health deals mid-
year 2005 (ranked by deal value) 
SNL Financial;
• No. 1 Insurance: Transactional & 
Regulatory Law Firm in New York 
(Chambers USA, 2006, 2005); 
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• No. 1 All Insurance and Managed 
Care (SNL Financial, 2006, 2005);
• No. 1 Insurance: Dispute 
Resolution Law Firm in New York 
(Chambers USA, 2006);
• No. 1 Life and Health Insurance 
Deals (SNL Financial, 2006, 2005);
• No. 1 Insurance Transactional 
Law Firm in New York (Chambers 
USA, 2005);
• No. 1 Insurance Regulatory Law 
Firm in New York (Chambers USA, 
2005);
• 2nd for all insurance and 
managed care deals mid-year 
2005 (ranked by deal value) SNL 
Financial;
• No. 2 Property and Casualty 
Insurance Deals (SNL Financial, 
2006);
• No. 2 Investment Grade Debt 
Issues (American Lawyer Corporate 
Scorecard, 2006);
• No. 2 Insurance Dispute 
Resolution Law Firm in New York 
(Chambers USA, 2005);
• Legal Experts, 2007 edition, 
experts in the UK Legal Profession;
• No. 1 for Worldwide M&A 
Deals in the Insurance Industry 
for Completed Deals (Thomson 
Financial, 2003);

• No. 1 for Worldwide M&A 
Deals in the Insurance Industry 
for Announced Deals (Thomson 
Financial, 2002-2003);
• No. 1 for Worldwide Equity 
Offerings in the Insurance Industry, 
Issuer Legal Advisor (Thomson 
Financial, 2003);
• No. 2 for Worldwide Equity 
Offerings in the Insurance Industry, 
Manager Legal Advisor (Thomson 
Financial, 2003);
• No. 1 Insurance and Reinsurance 
Law Firm in the United States 
(The International Who’s Who 
of Insurance and Reinsurance 
Lawyers, published by Who’s Who 
Legal (2004));
• “The Best Lawyers in America”, 
published by Woodward/White, 
Inc.’s The Best Lawyers in America 
2006; and
• No. 1 New York Insurance 
law firm (Chambers & Partners, 
2004-2005).

Corporate Finance

• The firm is listed among 
the leading firms in Capital 
Markets: Debt and Equity in the 
US, Structured Finance and 
Securitization in the US, Equity in 

Poland, Germany, Italy, Russia and 
the UK, Mergers and Acquisitions 
in Italy, Poland, Russia and the US, 
Project Finance in Poland, Russia, 
the UK and the US, Capital Markets 
in Italy, Banking in Italy, Poland, the 
UK and Russia, Restructuring and 
Insolvency in France and Financial 
and Corporate in Kazakhstan (IFLR 
1000: The Guide to the World’s 
Leading Financial Law Firms, 2009 
Edition);
• The firm was listed among the 
leading firms in Capital Markets: 
Debt and Equity in the US, 
Capital Structured Finance and 
Securitization in the US, Mergers 
and Acquisitions in Italy, Poland and 
the US, Project Finance in Poland, 
the UK and the US, Equity in the UK 
and the Germany, Capital Markets in 
Italy and Poland and Banking in Italy 
and Poland (IFLR 1000: The Guide 
to the World’s Leading Financial 
Law Firms, 2008 Edition);
• Chambers USA - America’s 
Leading Business Lawyers 2007 in 
Corporate Finance;
• No.2 US Investment Grade 
Corporate Debt ranked by number 
of issues (Issuer Legal Advisor), 
January 1, 2004 – June 30, 2004;
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China Practice (cont’d)

• No. 2 US Straight Debt - 
Excluding MBS, ABS ranked by 
number of issues (Issuer Legal 
Advisor), January 1, 2004 – June 
30, 2004;
• No. 4 Worldwide Initial Public 
Offerings by US Issuers ranked by 
Proceeds Amount (Manager Legal 
Advisor), January 1, 2004 – June 
30, 2004; and
• No. 4 US Initial Public Offerings 
ranked by Proceeds Amount 
(Manager Legal Advisor), January 1, 
2004 – June 30, 2004.

Representative 
Experience

Energy and Natural 
Resources

Our China Practice lawyers are 
among the top in the industry when 
it comes to work in the energy 
sector. We have represented clients 
involved in the industry’s most 
complex and high-profile matters, 
including the benchmark acquisi-
tion of PetroKazakhstan by China 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC), named the “Number 1 
Energy & Resources Deal of the 

Year” by the ALB China Law Awards 
in 2006. Our China Practice Team is 
comprised of lawyers with decades 
of international experience in all 
aspects of legal issues involving 
the energy sector. Highlights of our 
work in this sector include:

• CNPC International on the 
transfer of a 67 percent interest of 
PetroKazakhstan ($2.735 billion) 
to a Joint Venture between China 
National Oil and Gas Exploration & 
Development Corporation (CNODC) 
and PetroChina;
• China National Petroleum 
Company (CNPC) International on 
its landmark $4.18 billion acquisition 
of PetroKazakhstan Inc., then the 
largest international transaction by a 
Chinese company;
• CNPC on its $2.6 billion joint 
acquisition of MMG with KMG;
• CNPC International on its 
$3.3 billion joint acquisition of MMG 
with KMG;
• CNPC on its €484 million 
joint acquisition of PetroCanada 
with ONGC, the state-owned oil 
company of India;
• CNPC on its transfer of 
33-percent interest ($1.347 billion) 

in PetroKazakhstan Inc. to JSC 
Kazmunaigas, the state-owned oil 
company of Kazakhstan;
• China National Offshore Oil 
Company (CNOOC) on its 
$2.3 billion acquisition of 45-percent 
interest in Nigeria’s Akpo offshore 
oil and gas field from South Atlantic 
Petroleum Limited;
• Sinochem on its various merger 
and acquisition projects and 
activities;
• Sinopec International in its acqui-
sition of a corporation with oil and 
gas interests in Central Asia;
• China Zhenhua Oil on its acqui-
sition of a foreign oil and gas 
company;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its pipeline project in 
Central Asia;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its proposed China-Russia 
Pipeline project;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with the consequences of the 
enforcement of an arbitration deci-
sion regarding a Joint Venture;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its proposed sale of 
shares;
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• A Chinese oil company on its 
project in Congo;
• A Chinese oil company’s subsid-
iary in connection with import and 
export disputes;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with a contract disputes with an 
African company;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with financing;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with the arbitration proceedings 
in the International Chamber of 
Commerce;
• A Chinese oil company on its 
proposed gas pipeline transporta-
tion arrangements; and
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its proposed form of gas 
sale agreement.

Inbound Projects

Dewey & LeBoeuf is ready to meet 
the advisory, legal and governmental 
compliance needs of international 
investors seeking business develop-
ment or market entry into China. 
For over a decade we have advised 
clients with business in China on 
matters ranging from mergers and 
acquisitions to structuring to regula-
tory compliance. Highlights include:

• Bombardier on the establishment 
of a WOFE in China;
• Korea Huvis on the establish-
ment of a Joint Venture in the City of 
Zigong, Sichuan Province;
• Random House to establish a 
Joint Venture with Beijing Publishing 
House and restructure its PRC 
strategy and business;
• Amazon-Joyo to restructure their 
PRC strategy and business;
• Cernet to establish a Joint 
Venture with an overseas private 
equity fund;
• Li-Ning Company and Aigle 
Group regarding license transfer, 
Joint Venture and WOFE issues;
• Marco Polo Partners LLC on the 
drafting of legal documents for a 
Joint Venture;
• ING in its establishment of a fund 
management company in China;
• Allianz on its credit insurance 
products in China;
• Space Energy in connection with 
its investment in China and power 
purchase agreements with large 
Chinese power companies;
• CNA Global in a personal injury 
litigation;
• Novell in its projects and IP 
matters in China;

• Mondial Assistance on employ-
ment related matters pertaining 
to PRC labor law; Nokia (China) 
Investment Company on various 
contracts;
• Korea Posco (China) Investment 
Company on various inbound 
investment issues;
• Korea CJ on inbound investment, 
litigation and liquidation issues;
• Korea Samhwa Engineering on 
the liquidation of its subsidiary in 
Beijing;
• Korea Posco (China) Investment 
Company on its capital increase and 
expansion of business scope;
• Korea Juyang in a share transac-
tion in China;
• Bertelsmann with its PRC 
business;
• Tax advice to Sohu.com on 
restructuring its PRC business;
• An American slurry reprocessing 
company in connection with its first 
transaction in China and its largest 
transaction to date;
• An Asian life insurance company 
in its proposed life insurance Joint 
Venture with a Chinese company;
• A Hong Kong IT company in 
its proposed Joint Venture with a 
Chinese tourism company;
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• An American global supplier of 
automotive components and sub-
systems in restructuring its Joint 
Ventures in China and an assets 
acquisition project in southwestern 
China; and
• A leading American manufacturer 
of power semiconductors in restruc-
turing its Wholly Foreign Owned 
Entity in China as well as its stock 
transfer to an American counterpart.
• A foreign bank on strategic 
cooperation with a domestic bank 
involving share subscription;
• A European hotel management 
company on a management agree-
ment regarding operation of a hotel 
to be built in Beijing;
• A Hong Kong company on a 
management agreement for opera-
tion of an exhibition centre in China;
• An American tobacco company 
on its strategic alliance with a state-
owned Chinese tobacco company;
• A European food company on the 
transfer of its equity interest in its 
Wholly Foreign Owned Entity to a 
foreign investor;
• A European facility management 
company on the sale of all of its 
equity interest in a Joint Venture;
• Two European companies and 
one American company in connec-

tion with the establishment of 
Wholly Foreign Owned Entities in 
China; company and establishing a 
Joint Venture in Tianjin;
• A German company on estab-
lishing a three-party Wholly Foreign 
Owned Entity in Shanghai;
• An American pharmaceu-
tical company on various issues 
regarding distribution of medical 
devices and establishment of a 
presence in China;
• An American software company 
on establishment of a representative 
office in Shanghai;
• A major petroleum company in 
its Joint Venture with a Chinese 
counterpart;
• A state-owned chemical enter-
prise on issues regarding forming a 
strategic alliance with a European 
company and establishing a Joint 
Venture in Tianjin;
• An American medical product 
distributor in its manufacturing 
arrangements in China;
• Several European and US phar-
maceutical companies including 
GSK and Gist-Brocades in regula-
tory and transaction work;
• Various foreign natural resources 
companies such as Cement Francis 

and Rio Tinto on mining projects 
and other matters in China;
• A European food company on 
customs issues related to equip-
ment importation;
• A multinational insurer in a high-
profile general liability litigation;
• An international insurance 
company on its insurance coverage 
in connection with a pipeline project;
• A European retail company on 
various lease matters in China;
• A mutual fund client with a 
proposal for future investment in a 
PRC domestic asset management 
company;
• A technology client on general 
corporate and intellectual property 
protection matters in China;
• Various clients in trademark appli-
cations and oppositions;
• A pharmaceutical client on 
the licensing of its technology 
to a Chinese pharmaceutical 
manufacturer;
• A major manufacturing asso-
ciation with the development of 
Chinese environmental regulations 
and other related matters;
• Numerous clients on employment 
related matters pertaining to PRC 
labor law;
• The sale of the Ruicheng Center; 
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• Numerous contract disputes 
before the China International 
Economic and Trade Arbitration 
Commission;
• A financial services company in 
the identification of and negotiation 
with a Joint Venture partner to enter 
China’s asset management market;
• An American Pharmaceutical 
company on the establishment 
of a Joint Venture with a Chinese 
company;
• A Turkish company to establish 
a Joint Venture to engage in the 
fur clothing business in the City of 
Qingdao, Shandong Province;
• Numerous clients on the 
establishment of Joint Venture 
manufacturing plants in locations 
throughout the Chinese interior that 
include Shanghai, Harbin, Jiangsu, 
Shijiazhuang and the Bohai Sea 
area;
• Various insurance companies in 
their market entry efforts, including 
setting up representative offices, 
branches, and Joint Ventures; 
obtaining PRC insurance licenses; 
advising on M&A activities; under-
standing the implications of China’s 
WTO accession; and developing 
investment-related products for the 
Chinese market; and

• Various foreign companies in 
setting up Joint Ventures or acquisi-
tion of Chinese companies (projects 
span various industries including 
hotels, pharmaceutical, insurance, 
manufacturing, energy, property 
development, transport, IT, etc.).

Mergers and Acquisitions

Our Asia-based lawyers have 
advised acquirers, targets, financial 
advisers, leveraged buyout groups, 
independent board committees, 
shareholder groups, equity inves-
tors, and subordinated and senior 
lenders in a broad range of cross-
border M&A transactions. We also 
provide advice to clients on fiduciary 
duties of directors in connection 
with mergers, spin-offs and other 
extraordinary transactions, compo-
sition and operation of boards of 
directors, and general corporate 
governance matters. We have 
extensive experience in structuring 
and executing strategic investments 
and alliances involving complex 
valuation, corporate governance 
and termination provision issues. 
Based on this experience, our China 
M&A Team is able to provide clients 

with a wide range of services. High-
lights of our experience in mergers 
and acquisitions include:

• China Urumqi Fertilizer Plant on 
a proposed acquisition of a mining 
and chemical complex;
• Bain Capital in its acquisition of 
Chinese companies and assets;
• MetLife as China local counsel 
in its US$11.8 billion acquisition of 
the Travelers Insurance Co. from 
Citigroup, Inc;
• ACE in its acquisition of minority 
interests in Hua Tai;
• Korea CJ in its acquisition of a 
noted Chinese flavoring company;
• Blue Ridge in its acquisition of 
SeaRainbow’s PRC business;
• Siemens on an asset and share 
transfer in China as part of an 
internal reorganization in preparation 
for an M&A project involving multiple 
jurisdictions;
• Telvent, a Spanish telecommuni-
cation company, on the acquisition 
of a Chinese company;
• Alibaba in its acquisition of Yahoo! 
China;
• CDH in its acquisition of the third 
largest media company in China 
and restructuring its PRC business;
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• Tiger Fund in its acquisition of real 
estate companies in China;
• Zynga in its acquisition of XPD 
Media, a Beijing-based social 
gaming company;
• Idapted, a Chinese online educa-
tion company, in a merger with 
US-based Eleutian Technology;
• UBS as financial adviser in 
connection with Sina.com’s 
US$1.0 billion acquisition of Focus 
Media’s digital out-of-home adver-
tising networks in China;
• Suez Environment in connection 
with acquiring several Chinese busi-
nesses from joint venture partners 
and joint venture interests of another 
international company;
• A Chinese oil company on its 
acquisition of interests in two oil 
fields in Africa;
• A Chinese oil company on its 
acquisition of a subsidiary of an 
American oil and gas company with 
assets in Africa;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its possible purchase of a 
company with assets in Russia;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its possible merger with/
acquisition of a Canadian oil 
company with assets in Africa;

• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with its proposed acquisition of 
equity interests of a French oil and 
gas company;
• A Chinese oil company on the 
proposed acquisition of 100 percent 
of the shares of a large indepen-
dent oil company with oil assets in 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan;
• A major Chinese company in its 
acquisition of oil & gas assets in 
West Africa;
• A major Chinese state-owned 
oil Company in its acquisition of a 
UK corporation to purchase certain 
African oil-producing assets from a 
Canadian energy company;
• A major Chinese state-owned oil 
Company in its acquisition of partici-
pating interests in Congo;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with a potential acquisition of 
assets located in Nigeria, Gabon, 
Ghana, Equatorial Guinea, the 
Ivory Coast and other West African 
countries;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with a possible purchase of 
equity interests from a Kazakhstan 
oil company;
• A Chinese oil company on its 
acquisition in Azerbaijan;

• Represented several international 
insurance companies on proposed 
alliances with Chinese parties in 
China;
• A European LCD producer on 
the acquisition of 51 percent of the 
equity of a domestic company with 
state-owned interests;
• A Canadian telecoms company 
on the acquisition of a 49 percent 
equity interest in a domestic 
company that operates a call centre 
business;
• An American distributor and 
manufacturer of various chemical 
compounds for life sciences 
research in the acquisition of a 
privately owned trading company in 
Beijing;
• Legal due diligence reviews 
of businesses in China for three 
European companies in relation to 
global acquisitions;
• An American insurance company 
in its proposed acquisition of a 
Chinese life insurance company;
• An American insurance company 
in its acquisition of a minority 
interest in a Chinese insurance 
company;
• A leading French cosmetic 
producer in the acquisition of a 
famous Chinese cosmetic producer;
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• A Singaporean commercial Group 
(consisting of worldwide processing, 
trading and merchandising of 
various agricultural & energy 
commodities) in an assets acquisi-
tion of a Chinese feedstuff producer 
in Hebei province;
• A Hong Kong company on a 
staged acquisition of state-owned 
equity in a highway management 
company;
• A European facility management 
services company on an equity 
acquisition of a group of domestic 
companies;
• A domestic pharmaceutical 
company on the sale of an equity 
interest in a joint stock company to 
a foreign investor;
• A European company on the 
asset acquisition of a domestic 
tubular motor manufacturer;
• A Hong Kong listed domestic 
state-owned engine maker on a 
proposed merger and acquisition 
project with a foreign investor;
• A German company on two 
equity acquisition projects in Inner 
Mongolia;
• An American battery manufacturer 
on buying out the equity interest of 
a Chinese partner in a Joint Venture;

• An international insurance 
company in its strategy of acquiring 
a minority interest in a Shanghai 
insurance company;
• Various clients in merger and 
acquisition activities and the restruc-
turing of their businesses; 
• Drafting and negotiating 
contracts for the purchase of the 
first four power plants in China 
after the sector opened to foreign 
investment;
• A Chinese oil company on 
its contemplated acquisition of 
100 percent interest of an American 
company; and
• A major Chinese state-owned 
oil company in its acquisition of 
a participating interest in Niger.

Outbound Projects

Lawyers in our China Practice have 
over a decade of extensive experi-
ence advising enterprising Chinese 
companies seeking to expand their 
interests abroad. Our fully integrated 
network of twenty-six offices in 
sixteen countries places the support 
of over 1,100 lawyers to assist 
globally minded companies with 
their expansion efforts in any part of 
the world. Our regional offices have 

intricate knowledge and experience 
in overseas jurisdictions to help 
facilitate expansion as seamlessly as 
possible. Examples of our experi-
ence include:

• A major subsidiary of China 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC) in establishing a legal risk 
prevention system and internal 
control system;
• Sinotrans in the registration of a 
representative office;
• China First Automobile Group on 
an agreement to establish a Joint 
Venture with a foreign investment 
group;
• China Netcom in connection with 
its strategic alliance with Telefonica;
• Dong Feng Motor Group 
Company on its listing on the Hong 
Kong Exchange and on drafting and 
reviewing due diligence reports and 
legal opinion letters;
• The Chinese Embassy on the 
acquisition of real property;
• A Chinese oil company in connec-
tion with the establishment of a 
Joint Venture regarding a refinery in 
Chad;
• A Chinese oil company on 
establishing a Joint Venture in 
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Saudi Arabia with a Saudi Arabia 
company;
• A large group of Chinese 
exporters associated with the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in 
an anti-dumping dispute with the 
United States;
• Various Chinese telecommunica-
tion companies on offshore selling 
of equity interests; and
• A Chinese bank in connec-
tion with negotiation of a Risk 
Participation Agreement with an 
international bank.

Financial Institutions

We are recognized as a leading 
legal adviser to the insurance 
and reinsurance industries. Reac-
tions magazine named Dewey & 
LeBoeuf “Best Law Firm” each year 
from 2002 to 2009. Our experi-
ence in insurance and reinsurance 
corporate, litigation and regula-
tory matters, whether complex or 
routine, has provided us with the 
experience to offer a comprehensive 
range of advisory services to our 
insurance clients on a global basis. 
Highlights of our experience in this 
sector includes:

• China Insurance Regulatory 
Commission (CIRC) with drafting of 
regulations and analysis of interna-
tional legal and regulatory matters;
• China Reinsurance Company in 
various legal and arbitration matters 
in the United States and Europe;
• The People’s Insurance Company 
of China in a litigation matter;
• One of the top four life insurance 
companies in China on a compli-
ance project;
• Lloyd’s in regulatory matters 
relating to the China market;
• Liberty Mutual on Chinese regula-
tory and legal issues;
• Underwriters (UBS, Credit 
Suisse and CIBC) in connection 
with the registered public offering 
of American Depositary Shares of 
China Medical Technologies, Inc., 
a China-based medical device 
company;
• Underwriters (UBS, CIBC and 
Pacific Growth Equities) in connec-
tion with the registered IPO and 
listing on NASDAQ of American 
Depositary Shares of 3SBio Inc., a 
biotechnology company operating 
primarily in China;
• UBS as the lead underwriter in 
connection with a pharmaceutical 

company in Shengyang, China for 
its proposed IPO on NASDAQ; 
• Underwriters in connection with 
several other proposed registered 
US IPOs and private placements of 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies operating in China (offer-
ings either still pending or on hold);
• Ping An Insurance in a matter 
concerning legal disputes over 
coverage; and
• China Life Insurance Group Co. 
on its 10b-5 securities fraud litiga-
tion in the United States.
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Dewey & LeBoeuf is proud of the talented individuals who comprise the 
Beijing office of our China Practice. These lawyers bring together a vast 
array of knowledge and experience and, as a team, can address the kinds 
of issues companies confront as they do business in China and as Chinese 
companies conduct business abroad.

Ingrid Zhu-Clark 
Ms. Ingrid Wenying Zhu-Clark is the Managing Partner for China, the Chief 
Representative of the firm’s Beijing office and the Head of the firm’s Asia 
practice. Ms. Zhu-Clark is admitted to practice law in both the United States 
and China. Ms. Zhu-Clark joined the firm’s Beijing office after having served 
for three-and-a-half years as managing lawyer at the Beijing office of a well-
known international firm. She practices in energy projects, especially in the 
area of oil and gas, and has extensive experience in advising energy compa-
nies in various multijurisdictional acquisition transactions, farm-ins/outs, 
PSAs, JOAs, in regions including Africa, South America, North America, 
Central Asia and Asia, and in many countries including Kazakhstan, Azer-
baijan, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Peru, Niger and Nigeria. She also has 
experience in multicountry pipeline projects, refinery projects and down-
stream cross-border gas sales.

She was lead counsel in representing CNPC International in its landmark 
$4.18 billion acquisition of PetroKazakhstan in 2005, then the largest interna-
tional acquisition by a Chinese company. She is involved in numerous other 
major outbound oil and gas transactions, both public and private, by Chinese 
state-owned oil companies, including CNPC’s joint acquisition of PetroCa-
nada with ONGC and CNOOC’s $2.3 billion acquisition of offshore interest in 
Nigeria.

She has extensive experience advising high-profile multinationals, such 
as GSK, Novell, BAT, Bain Capital, Allianz, Liberty Mutual, Lloyd’s, CNA, 
RioTinto in their investment efforts in China.

She has represented numerous international insurance companies in their 
life and non-life Joint Ventures, acquisitions of interest into existing Chinese 
insurance companies, regulatory matters, litigation, transaction structure 
strategies, policy review (e.g., credit insurance policy review), etc. in China. 
She was also involved in advising the China Insurance Regulatory Commis-
sion (CIRC) on drafting certain insurance regulations.
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Dirk Walker
Beijing Partner Dirk Walker has over 18 years of transactional experience in 
the United States and abroad. Prior to joining Dewey & LeBoeuf, Mr. Walker 
was a partner with another well-known international law firm and served as 
co-head of their Singapore and Moscow offices. Before that, he worked 
as a petroleum engineer for a US oil company. His principal areas of prac-
tice are international business transactions, mergers and acquisitions, and 
project finance and development including projects in emerging markets. 
His practice places an emphasis on the energy industry, from upstream to 
downstream. He has represented numerous high-profile energy and service 
companies around the world, negotiating and/or drafting a broad spectrum 
of transaction documentation.

Tao Lan
Mr. Lan is a partner in the Beijing office and specializes in cross-border 
corporate M&A transactions and energy transactions.

He has advised a large number of multinational corporations in connection 
with their M&A activities in or involving China. His inbound practice covers 
a wide range of industrial sectors, including, telecommunications, manufac-
turing, banking, facility and hotel management, media and entertainment, 
etc. In recent years, Mr. Lan’s practice has been increasingly focused on 
acting for Chinese companies on their outbound transactions. As one of the 
main deal lawyers intimately involved in every legal aspect of the deals, he 
has advised CNPC, CNOOC, Sinopec, Sinochem, Sinosure, Zhenhua Oil 
and other Chinese State-owned enterprises on some of the most significant 
outbound transactions initiated by Chinese companies in recent years. These 
transactions involve acquisition of both private and public companies over-
seas that hold oil and gas interests and other assets in Africa, Central Asia 
and Southeast Asia.
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Gang Yuan
Mr. Gang Yuan is a Local Partner with the firm’s Beijing office. His prac-
tice emphasis is on cross-border corporate M&A matters, inbound foreign 
direct investment, and private equity transactions. He is experienced in 
advising foreign insurance companies in connection with their entry into the 
PRC market as well as large state-owned Chinese companies in connec-
tion with their investments overseas. His experience includes representing 
Chinese oil & gas companies in landmark overseas investments, advising 
one of the world’s largest financial groups in its acquisition of a 20 percent 
equity interest in a major Shanghai-based state-owned enterprise, advising 
a Chinese state-owned automobile producer in its acquisition of an interest 
in a Korean automobile manufacturer, and representing a major information 
technology and telecommunication company in forming a telecommuni-
cations joint venture with one of Shanghai’s largest state-owned financial 
investment vehicles. Mr. Yuan has also represented clients in conducting 
legal due diligence, designing and commenting on transaction structures and 
drafting and negotiating joint venture contracts, SPA/APAs, Strategic Coop-
eration Agreements, Articles of Association/Shareholders Agreements and 
various other legal documents. Prior to joining Dewey & LeBoeuf, Mr. Yuan 
was a lawyer with the Shanghai office of another leading international law 
firm. Mr. Yuan received his Juris Doctor from the University of Iowa College of 
Law and received his Masters of Law (LL.M.) from Beijing University School 
of Law. He is licensed in the United States and in China.

Heng Loong Cheong
Mr. Cheong is a partner with the firm’s Hong Kong office. His practice deals 
in public and private mergers and acquisitions, complex corporate reorga-
nizations and equity and debt capital markets transactions, with a particular 
emphasis in the emerging markets, insurance, natural resources and renew-
able energy sectors. Prior to joining the firm in December 2004, Mr. Cheong 
spent six years at Clifford Chance London as a general corporate finance 
lawyer practicing in M&A and complex corporate reorganizations. Mr. 
Cheong has experience in a variety of corporate matters including cross-
border and multisector M&A, corporate and insurance transactions.
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Sheng Wu
Mr. Wu has extensive experience in insurance-related practice, and has 
advised many international and local insurers, insurance brokers, agents 
and adjusters on cross-border mergers and acquisition transactions, joint 
venture, corporate restructuring and listing and local compliance require-
ments in China. He advised China Life AMC in setting up the first asset 
management arm of a Chinese insurer in Hong Kong, and was a key counsel 
in restructuring China Reinsurance Group to prepare for its public listing. 
He advised Zynga Game Network Inc., one of the world’s most popular 
social gaming companies, in a joint venture with Japan’s SOFTBANK to 
develop and distribute social games across Japan, and in its acquisition of 
XPD Media, a Beijing-based social gaming company. He is also familiar with 
OTC derivatives and structured products, and has advised many leading 
international banks, investment banks and insurance companies in struc-
turing and documenting derivatives and structured financing transactions in 
the Greater China region. In 2007, he advised the central bank of China in 
drafting and publishing a set of ground-breaking derivative documentation 
that is purported to govern all financial derivatives transactions conducted in 
the Chinese inter-bank OTC market. Mr. Wu received his Juris Doctor with 
the Chicago-Kent College of Law and his Master Degree in International 
Economic Affairs from George Washington University. Mr. Wu is licensed in 
the United States and is a Registered Foreign Lawyer with the Law Society 
of Hong Kong.

Hui Jia
Mr. Jia brings seven years of diverse legal experience in China-related 
corporate and investment practice to the firm’s Beijing office, and works in 
Mergers & Acquisitions, taxation, outbound foreign investment, and general 
corporate issues. He has advised major Chinese oil companies on outbound 
acquisitions of oil assets in Africa and Central Asia. He has also advised 
multinational companies on matters involving inbound investment into China, 
and has advised Chinese domestic insurance companies and foreign insur-
ance companies on corporate and compliance issues under Chinese law. 
Mr. Jia is qualified to practice in China and the United States. In addition to 
bar memberships in China and New York, Mr. Jia also holds Master’s of Law 
(LL.M.) degrees from New York University and China University of Political 
Science and Law, and is a Certified Public Accountant with qualifications in 
China and the United Kingdom. Additionally, he also possesses a taxation 
qualification in China.
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Brad Farrar
Mr. Farrar is an associate with the firm’s Beijing office. Mr. Farrar’s practice 
includes energy, general corporate matters, inbound and outbound cross-
border mergers and acquisitions, and foreign direct investment. Mr. Farrar 
is licensed to practice in the United States and is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law where he received his Juris 
Doctor and dual Certificates for concentrated study in International Law and 
Taxation. Prior to law school, Mr. Farrar received his bachelor’s degree in 
Chinese Language from San Jose State University, and studied at the Beijing 
Language and Culture University. Mr. Farrar’s prior legal experience includes 
work in domestic US civil litigation. He is fluent in Mandarin Chinese.

Vincent Chen
Mr. Chen is an associate with the firm’s Beijing office. His practice includes 
foreign direct investment, corporate, energy, inbound and outbound cross-
border mergers and acquisitions. Mr. Chen is experienced in structuring 
all forms of foreign direct investment in China, as well as in advising clients 
in Chinese domestic mergers and acquisitions. He has advised on a wide 
range of inbound transactions in the telecommunications, real estate, manu-
facturing, media and entertainment sectors. In recent years, Mr. Chen has 
gradually shifted his focus from providing inbound legal advice to repre-
senting Chinese clients in their overseas investment. He has advised several 
Chinese major oil companies in their overseas investment in Africa and 
Central Asia. Apart from his corporate practice, Mr. Chen also maintains a 
keen interest in Clean Development Mechanism matters.

Xin Wang
Ms. Wang is an associate in the Beijing office and practices in the field 
of outbound investments, FDI and corporate compliance. Ms Wang has 
advised many multinational companies in their green filed investments, as 
well as their M&A transactions in China covering a wide range of industries 
from manufacturing, pharmaceutics, automobile to real estate. Ms Wang has 
also represented a large number of Chinese companies in their outbound 
investments in emerging markets.
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Jing Miao
Mr. Miao joined the firm’s Beijing office in 2005 after four years’ service as 
a legal assistant at the Beijing office of Coudert Brothers LLP. Mr. Miao has 
extensive experience in nuanced aspects of foreign direct investment and 
Mergers and Acquisitions in China. Mr. Miao obtained his Bachelor’s of Law 
(LL.B.) from Beijing University and his Master’s of Law (LL.M.) from Aberdeen 
University in the United Kingdom. Mr. Miao qualified as a Chinese lawyer. 

Rebecca Zhang
Ms. Zhang obtained her legal credentials from the University of Manchester 
in the United Kingdom. Her prior experience includes work at Linklaters 
Allen & Gledhill and at Weil Rajah & Tann in Singapore, where she worked on 
listing Chinese enterprises on the Singapore Exchange (SGX) and Chinese 
M&A projects. Ms. Zhang has also worked at Concord & Partners, one of 
the largest law firms in China, where she was involved in projects involving 
Sino-foreign Joint Ventures, real property, international commercial arbitration 
and IPOs. She also has experience advising on matters involving the Singa-
pore Deposit Insurance Corporation (SDIC), the Capital Group and the China 
International Trust and Investment Group (CITIC). Ms. Zhang qualified as a 
Chinese lawyer.

Vanessa Huang
Vanessa Huang is an associate with Grace Lee & Co., a Hong Kong law firm 
affiliated with Dewey & LeBoeuf’s Hong Kong office. Ms. Huang’s practice 
includes advising on mergers and acquisitions, corporate restructurings, and 
general corporate and commercial matters. Ms. Huang received her Certifi-
cate in Laws from the University of Hong Kong, her Master’s of Law (LL.M.) 
from the University College of London, and her Bachelor’s of Law (LL.B.) 
from Zhongshan University. Ms. Huang is qualified to practice in Hong Kong 
and speaks Mandarin Chinese.
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Listed below are partners outside of China who work closely with Dewey 
& LeBoeuf’s Beijing team on matters involving Dewey & LeBoeuf’s China 
Practice:

James R. Woods
Mr. Woods is Co-Chair of the firm’s insurance practice and the Managing 
Partner of the firm’s San Francisco office. Mr. Woods has over 30 years 
experience in the insurance practice, has developed relationships with 
Chinese officials and business people, and counsels firm clients on a wide 
variety of matters.

Brian L. Zimbler
Mr. Zimbler is a partner in the firm’s London, Moscow and Almaty offices, 
focusing on cross-border corporate and financial transactions. Mr. Zimbler 
represents US, European and Chinese companies and investment funds 
in connection with their investments overseas, with emphasis on emerging 
markets. His work involves a wide range of industries, including private equity 
and venture capital, energy, telecommunications, and technology. From 1995 
through 2000, Mr. Zimbler served as Managing Partner of the firm’s Moscow 
office, and he continues to be active in matters involving the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. Mr. Zimbler is featured as one of the “Top M&A 
Lawyers Worldwide” in the Global Counsel Mergers and Acquisitions Hand-
book, and is also listed in European Legal Experts. He holds degrees from 
Harvard College, Harvard Law School and the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy.

Jonathan H. Hines
Mr. Hines is a partner based in the firm’s Moscow office. He has extensive 
experience in large-scale finance in the oil & gas sectors as well as aviation, 
specifically the purchase of new Boeing aircraft for Aeroflot. He has been 
practicing on Russia-area matters for over 12 years, handling many different 
investment and finance matters. Mr. Hines has been closely involved over the 
past nine years with several major operating and planned oil & gas develop-
ment projects (PSA projects in particular) in Russia, as well as in Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, including involvement in some of 
the China-related projects in these areas. His experience also includes gold 
mining and automobile manufacturing ventures.
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Charles A. Moore
Mr. Moore is a partner in the firm’s Houston office. An internationally recog-
nized authority in the field of energy industry regulation, Mr. Moore has held 
a number of high-level government positions in the field. As general counsel 
of the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission from 1981 to 1983, Mr. 
Moore was the agency’s chief legal officer. Mr. Moore has also served as 
energy advisor to the governor of Texas. In private practice, Mr. Moore has 
been involved in numerous international and domestic transactions in the 
energy sector and as an active commercial litigator in the energy industry.

Stephen G. Rooney
Mr. Rooney’s practice is concentrated in securities offerings (both public and 
private), asset securitizations and acquisitions and divestitures. Over the past 
20 years, Mr. Rooney has represented insurers, underwriters and placement 
agents in connection with all types of securities offerings and securitizations, 
including registered public offerings by non-US insurers. He represented 
Sun Life Financial Services of Canada in its US$2 billion global IPO, and has 
also represented underwriters or issuers in global public offerings by French, 
German, Bermudian, Canadian, Chilean and Brazilian issuers. In addition, Mr. 
Rooney has extensive experience in negotiating and structuring acquisitions 
of businesses and in the formation of acquisition vehicles, including private 
equity funds. 

Melvin S. Schwechter
Mr. Schwechter has represented clients in more than 40 anti-dumping, coun-
tervailing duty and other international trade proceedings. In particular, he has 
represented a group of Chinese exporters in a US anti-dumping proceeding. 
He also represents foreign exporters and US importers and exporters on US 
customs, foreign investment and export control issues.
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