
Global Construction

Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP Americas | Europe | Russia/CIS | Asia Pacific | Africa | Middle East dl.com



Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP  |  Global Construction

4 Global Construction

7 Construction Financing

8 Construction Dispute Resolution

10 Construction Infrastructure Projects

11 Construction Energy Projects

12 Construction of Commercial and Residential Buildings

14 Construction of Cultural and Other Non-Profit Projects

16 Development of Large-Scale Urban Projects

17 Environmental/Land Use Aspects of Construction Projects

20 Worldwide Offices

Contents



|  3

About Dewey & LeBoeuf

Dewey & LeBoeuf is a full-service law firm providing 

counsel throughout the Americas, Europe, Russia/

CIS, the Middle East, Asia and Africa. With more than 

1,100 lawyers in major financial and commercial centers, 

the firm represents national and global corporations, 

financial institutions and government agencies in their 

most complex legal matters.

For additional information, please visit www.dl.com.
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Our Approach

Dewey & LeBoeuf is one of a few 
major global firms with a specialty 
in construction law. We understand 
our clients’ businesses and have 
extensive experience in all aspects 
of major construction projects. Our 
practical, hands-on understanding of 
design and construction is one of our 
core strengths.

We take a comprehensive approach 
to the entire range of issues arising 
in the construction process. For 
example, on a traditional construc-
tion project, we work with clients 
to structure contracts involving the 
owner/developer, the architect or 
engineer, professional consultants, 
the owner’s representative, construc-
tion managers and contractors for all 
phases of a project – pre-construc-
tion, construction, commissioning, 
and close-out. We also prepare and 
negotiate other project-related docu-
ments, including supply contracts 
and operation and maintenance 
contracts.

We have structured and negotiated 
contracts for major commercial, 
infrastructure, energy, cultural and 
residential projects with many of 
the largest construction compa-
nies and world-famous architects 
and engineers. We have developed 
forms of agreement for the many 
types of contract structures (e.g., 
general contractor, design/build, 
EPC/turnkey, construction manage-
ment, professional services contract, 
etc.) and/or pricing structures (e.g., 
guaranteed maximum price, lump 
sum, design/build, construction 
management and project manage-
ment) our clients may consider. 
Our team also has experience with 
most standard form construction 
contracts, including FIDIC, JCT, NEC 
and AIA. Further, we have devoted 
significant attention to legal issues in 
green construction (including LEED 
and other rating systems and require-
ments) which must now be reflected 
in design and construction agree-
ments in many jurisdictions.

Because advance planning is critical 
to successful construction, we advise 
clients from the earliest stages of 
a project. For example, we assist 
owners and developers in planning 
and implementing the processes 
by which they select their design 
and construction teams. For this 
purpose, we have developed forms 
of requests for proposals, invitations 
to bid, letters of intent and related 
documents. We also advise generally 
on legal issues and best practices 
issues in procurement.  We draw 
upon the knowledge of construction 
team members and others in our firm 
to provide comprehensive services 
to our clients, addressing land use/
zoning, real estate, environmental, 
regulatory, insurance, financing, guar-
anty, and tax issues which may arise 
in the pre-construction or construc-
tion phases of a project.

When disputes arise, we counsel 
clients on matters ranging from pre-
construction challenges to a project, 
to consultant and contractor claims 
during and after construction. Our 
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dispute resolution team regularly 
handles large-scale construc-
tion disputes under both common 
law and civil law systems. Our 
lawyers are experienced in arbitra-
tion and mediation as well as in the 
prosecution and defense of major 
construction litigation. Our dispute 
resolution and international arbitration 
teams have handled a vast range of 
construction cases, under both litiga-
tion and arbitration regimes, all over 
the world and under the various rules 
of major centers for arbitration.

Diverse Clients and 
Projects that Span the 
Globe

Clients from around the world and in 
all major industry sectors regularly call 
upon Dewey & LeBoeuf for advice on 
complex construction projects. Our 
clients include project participants of 
all kinds, including property owners 
and developers, property managers, 
utilities, transportation companies, 
project financiers, lessees, contrac-
tors, consultants, sponsors, insurers 

and lenders. They include privately 
owned companies, government enti-
ties, utilities, non-profit entities and 
financial institutions.

We advise our clients on construction 
projects located around the globe. 
We meet our clients’ needs through 
our worldwide network of offices 
and close collaboration among our 
lawyers around the world. In juris-
dictions where we do not have the 
necessary local legal knowledge, we 
work efficiently with local counsel to 
best serve our clients’ needs.

We have helped our clients to build 
hospitals, schools, libraries, univer-
sities, hotels, theaters and other 
performing arts facilities, stadia, 
residential and commercial build-
ings, bridges, underground natural 
gas storage facilities, power stations, 
nuclear facilities, renewable energy 
facilities, industrial buildings, water 
and wastewater infrastructure, trans-
port infrastructure (including roads, 
rail, airports and ports), and public 
buildings of great importance.

We have advised on new construc-
tion, complex multi-stage renovations 
of existing buildings, restoration of 
historic buildings, remediation of 
environmentally-impacted properties, 
and demolition and decommissioning 
of industrial and utility properties. 
In addition, we frequently evaluate 
projects (often post-completion) for 
a variety of interested parties, such 
as potential purchasers, tenants, 
lenders, and investors. Additionally, 
we have performed due diligence on 
construction industry businesses as 
part of corporate transactions.

A Multi-Disciplinary Team

The Dewey & LeBoeuf construc-
tion team is comprised of lawyers 
from our real estate, project finance, 
energy, litigation, environmental, 
finance, and tax departments around 
the globe. Our combined experi-
ence allows us to provide seamless 
service from the earliest stages of 
a project through completion and 
beyond, including negotiation of 
construction, engineering, design and 
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consultants’ agreements; assistance 
with the bidding process; advice 
regarding government funding and 
procurement requirements; plan-
ning and zoning/land use approvals; 
financing; tax structuring, tax credits 
and related tax advice; strategy and 
solutions to environmental chal-
lenges; advice or representation in 
relation to cost overruns, delays and 
other construction disputes; and 
advice and representation in relation 
to financial restructuring of construc-
tion projects.

We provide turnkey solutions to 
construction projects. For example, 
our real estate group assists clients 
to acquire or lease construction 
sites, acquire transferable develop-
ment rights (so-called “air rights”), 
form real estate joint ventures 
(including limited liability compa-
nies and partnerships), and convert 
projects to condominium ownership 
when construction is complete. Our 
energy group negotiates all aspects 

of power plant development, from 
the acquisition of development rights 
and national and local permits, the 
negotiation of supply contracts for 
major equipment and engineering, 
and the negotiation of procure-
ment and construction contracts, to 
the negotiation of power purchase 
agreements for off-take of the power 
when construction is complete. Our 
land use specialists assist clients to 
navigate the complicated regulatory 
requirements associated with siting 
a major new facility or the redevelop-
ment and rehabilitation of existing 
facilities. Our environmental lawyers 
assist in the engagement of environ-
mental consultants and engineers 
(including negotiating scopes of work 
and terms and conditions), assist 
in all aspects of due diligence, and 
provide advice regarding all manner 
of environmental issues in connec-
tion with transactions and transaction 
documents, utilizing creative tools 
such as environmental insurance 
and/or risk transfer arrangements to 

assist buyers, sellers, lenders and 
other transaction parties in managing 
environmental cleanup liabilities.

Our real estate, corporate and project 
finance groups negotiate various 
types of construction funding and 
financing, including secured and 
unsecured loans, capital markets 
financing, and government bonds 
and loans, government and multi-
lateral grants, export credit agency 
(ECA) finance, Islamic finance, and 
tax credits. Our tax lawyers advise 
on tax-efficient ownership structuring 
of construction projects, and assist 
clients to obtain construction tax 
credits. When construction disputes 
arise, our dispute resolution lawyers 
advise on their settlement and 
represent clients in prosecuting and 
defending litigation and arbitration 
proceedings.

Global Construction (cont’d)
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Dewey & LeBoeuf regularly repre-
sents developers, lenders and 
government entities in connection 
with the financing of construc-
tion projects of all kinds, including 
secured and unsecured loans, 
capital markets financing, govern-
ment bonds and loans, government 
and multilateral grants, export 
credit agency (ECA) finance, Islamic 
finance, and tax credits.

Our experience representing clients 
in connection with construction 
financing matters includes advising:

• The lender in connection with a 
$125 million construction financing of 
an underground natural gas storage 
facility in Louisiana.
• A non-profit developer in connec-
tion with the issuance by the New 
York City Industrial Development 
Authority of tax-exempt bonds to 
finance the construction of a non-
profit office center.

• The City of Kraków in connec-
tion with the negotiation of financing 
documentation involving a multilateral 
financial institution with respect to the 
development of a high-speed tram 
system.
• A group of Pakistani lenders, led by 
ING, on all aspects of the Gul Ahmed 
Power Project, a 135 MW power 
project in Karachi. This included 
advising on the onshore and offshore 
construction contracts and wrapping 
contract.
• The County of New Hanover, 
North Carolina in connection with the 
issuance of $120 million in variable 
rate revenue bonds to finance the 
construction of a hospital facility.
• The Raleigh-Durham Airport 
Authority in connection with the 
issuance of $125 million in revenue 
bonds to finance the construction of 
water facilities.
• Citigroup Global Markets, as 
underwriter, in connection with the 
issuance of $41 million in revenue 
bonds by the City of High Point, 

North Carolina to finance the 
construction of water facilities.
• Meliorbanca, Cassa di Risparmio 
di Bolzano and Banca Popolare di 
Milano Soc. Coop. in connection with 
the financing of the construction of a 
hospital in Bergamo, Italy.
• M.P.S. S.p.A., an Italian bank, in 
connection with the financing of the 
Porta Nuova-Isola Fund for the devel-
opment of a large area in the center 
of Milan known as the Porta Nuova 
Project.
• The lenders in connection with the 
$1 billion financing of the construc-
tion of a power plant in Astoria, 
Queens, New York City.

Construction Financing
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Dewey & LeBoeuf has one of the 
world’s pre-eminent arbitration and 
international litigation practices. The 
group comprises leading international 
arbitration and litigation practitio-
ners with extensive knowledge of 
and experience in the construction, 
energy, utilities, telecommunications, 
insurance and financial services 
sectors.

We are experienced in construc-
tion dispute resolution for all nature 
of clients, ranging from owners and 
contractors to governments, multina-
tionals, financiers, and high net worth 
individuals. Our experience covers 
construction disputes arising from 
projects in virtually all areas of the 
world, including the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Brazil, 
the US, Russia, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, China, Hong 
Kong, Australia, Singapore, Austria, 
Greece, Tanzania, Peru, Ethiopia, 
Egypt and Ghana — to name just a 
few.

We regularly handle significant 
construction disputes under both 
common law and civil law systems, 
and our lawyers regularly appear 
before arbitration tribunals made up 
in whole or in part of arbitrators from 
civil law jurisdictions. Members of our 
team are admitted in various states of 
the US as well as in England, France 
and Germany, among others. In 
addition, we draw on the experience 
of our construction dispute resolu-
tion lawyers in places such as Milan, 
Moscow and Warsaw.

We have a large team of multilingual 
international arbitration practitio-
ners spread across our worldwide 
network of offices. Our team includes 
several former high-ranking interna-
tional arbitration officials, including 
a member of the United States 
delegation to the Arbitration Working 
Group at UNCITRAL, a member of 
the LCIA court, a member of the UK 
ICC committee, and a US represen-
tative on the ICC Commission. They 
have published some of the leading 
texts in the field of arbitration and 
mediation, including the Handbook 

of Arbitration and Dispute Resolu-
tion Practice (Marriott & Tackaberry), 
and ADR: Principles and Practice 
(Brown & Marriott). Our lawyers have 
conducted arbitrations in all of the 
world’s principal arbitration venues 
(London, Paris, New York, Wash-
ington DC, Zurich, Stockholm, Hong 
Kong, etc.) under all of the major 
sets of international arbitration rules 
(including the ICC, LCIA, UNCITRAL, 
AAA, Stockholm, Swiss, Dubai, 
ICSID, AISCC, HKIAC and CIETAC 
rules) as well as numerous ad hoc 
arbitrations. 

Our dispute resolution team is also 
experienced in conducting construc-
tion litigation in various jurisdictions 
around the world, including in 
specialist construction courts such 
as the Technology and Construction 
Court in England. We also handle 
adjudications under various statutory 
schemes and otherwise, as well as 
mediation and other forms of alterna-
tive dispute resolution.

Construction Dispute Resolution
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We have extensive experience 
working closely with forensic engi-
neers, quantity surveyors and other 
experts in the construction dispute 
litigation context and on the use 
of specialized software packages 
relevant to construction issues, such 
as critical path.

Our experience representing clients in 
connection with construction dispute 
resolution includes advising:

• One of the largest US engineering 
and project management companies 
in a series of arbitrations against a 
UK government entity arising from 
a major communications and infra-
structure project in the UK worth over 
£1 billion.
• A major Japanese company in 
a series of disputes arising out 
of a natural disaster that severely 
damaged a power plant in South 
America.
• The Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation (LMDC), 
the public entity formed after the 
9/11 terrorist attacks to rebuild lower 
Manhattan, in several high-profile 

construction disputes against one 
of the world’s largest construc-
tion companies, with more than 
$200 million at issue.
• The Moscow city government in a 
dispute with a large Italian company 
regarding a contract sponsored by 
the World Bank for the rehabilitation 
of two bridges in the City of Moscow.
• Hudson Guild, a community-based 
organization, in a multi-million dollar 
dispute against one of New York’s 
largest construction companies.
• A major US contractor in a series 
of disputes, against both owner 
and subcontractor, arising out of a 
complicated set of contracts for the 
upgrade and replacement of the 
London metro system.
• A major national petroleum corpo-
ration in defending a multi-million 
dollar delay and disruption claim 
arising from the construction of a 
large pipeline and depot complex in 
Nigeria.
• A major US construction company 
in a high value arbitration concerning 
the construction of an oil terminal in 
the Baltic States.

• A major French contractor in a 
dispute over pricing and delay and 
disruption regarding a new genera-
tion nuclear plant in Scandinavia. The 
amount in dispute totalled around 
€400 million.
• The Ethiopian Roads Authority, 
defending claims in an ICC arbitration 
relating to a road project in Ethiopia.
• The British Memorial Garden in 
multi-million dollar disputes against 
several contractors in connection 
with the construction of a park in 
New York City.
• A client in a substantial dispute in 
relation to a high profile retail/leisure 
complex in the Middle East.
• A food producer on claims against 
a European contractor and designer 
arising out of the collapse of a large 
automated warehouse in Russia. This 
involved settlement of the claims as 
well as the drafting of new contract 
documentation for re-building of the 
warehouse.
• An international contractor on 
claims for variations, delay and other 
matters arising out of a government-
sponsored infrastructure project in 
Qatar.
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Construction Infrastructure 
Projects

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s international 
project finance and development 
practice includes more than 40 
lawyers in Europe, the US, Africa and 
the Middle East. Our lawyers have 
been structuring and completing 
the most complicated projects for 
more than 20 years. Our leadership 
position has been recognized by 
our peers in the form of numerous 
awards and consistently high 
rankings in leading independent 
publications.

We represent leading project spon-
sors, contractors, fuel suppliers, 
offtakers, underwriters, commercial 
bank lenders, equity participants, 
governmental entities, and multilateral 
and bilateral financing institutions. We 
have represented clients on all sides 
of domestic and international power 
generation, transmission and distribu-
tion, pipeline, oil and gas exploration 
and development, liquefied natural 
gas (LNG), water and wastewater, 
waste disposal, transportation 
infrastructure, social infrastructure, 
public-private partnerships (PPPs), 
and other infrastructure projects.

Our experience representing clients in 
connection with the construction and 
financing of infrastructure projects 
includes advising:

• The City of St. Petersburg on the 
financing of the Pulkovo Airport 
Expansion project by means of a 
public private partnership, one of the 
first PPP projects in Russia. Pulkovo 
is St. Petersburg’s main airport and 
the third largest in Russia. The PPP 
scheme will see the upgrade and 
expansion of the airport’s infrastruc-
ture to boost forecasted capacity 
requirements, increasing passenger 
volumes and air traffic growth over 
the next 25-30 years, including a 
new passenger terminal, which will 
generate over $1 billion for the city of 
St. Petersburg.
• The Government of Hungary 
(Ministry of Transport, 
Communication and Water 
Management) in connection with the 
proposed development, financing, 
construction, operation and main-
tenance of the M-3/M-30 tollway 
running from Budapest to the 
Ukrainian frontier. The project was 
structured as a concession to a 

consortium of builders and operators. 
As part of this project, we worked 
closely with a multilateral financial 
institution in developing a unique 
public/private joint venture structure 
for use in toll motorway projects in 
Central and Eastern Europe.
• The Republic of Croatia on the 
refinancing of the first phase of 
the Istrian toll motorway and the 
financing of the construction, opera-
tion and maintenance of the second 
phase of the motorway under a 
concession granted to BINA-ISTRA 
d.d. Pula, a company majority-
owned and controlled by leading 
French contractor Bouygues Travaux 
Publics. This was the first project 
bond for a Central and Eastern 
European transaction. It was also the 
first dual-listed bond for Croatia. This 
transaction was designated in 2004 
by Project Finance magazine as “Deal 
of the Year — Europe, Middle East 
and Africa.”
• Interbanca (now GE Capital) in 
relation to the €85 million construc-
tion financing of a port in Marina di 
Ragusa, Italy.
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The Dewey & LeBoeuf construc-
tion team is familiar with all aspects 
of power plant development and 
construction across essentially all 
energy types, including nuclear, wind, 
solar (photovoltaic and solar thermal), 
biomass, hydropower, natural gas 
(including storage), geothermal, etc. 
Our experience begins at the concep-
tual phase and continues through 
commercial operations, from the 
acquisition of development rights 
and national and local permits, the 
negotiation of leases and land use 
agreements, supply contracts for 
major equipment and engineering, 
and the negotiation of procurement 
and construction contracts, to the 
negotiation of power purchase agree-
ments for off-take of the power when 
construction is complete.

Our experience representing clients 
in connection with construction of 
energy projects includes advising:

• Al-Hamra Power, the sponsor, in the 
development of a 129 MW gas-fired 
captive power and desalination plant 
in the Emirate of Ras Al-Khaimah in 
the UAE.
• The sponsors on the first IPPs to 
be developed in Nigeria, including 
the Aba Power Project, for which we 

drafted and negotiated construction 
contracts for the power station, trans-
mission lines and sub-stations.
• Credit Suisse First Boston (CSFB) 
and the Bulgarian Privatisation 
Authority in relation to the privatization 
of three power stations in Bulgaria, 
for which, working in conjunction with 
environmental specialists, we advised 
on environmental issues.
• Puget Sound Energy, Inc. in 
the acquisition, development and 
construction of the 343 MW Lower 
Snake River Wind Project. This 
included negotiating the largest 
wind turbine order ever placed with 
Siemens Energy for a US-based 
project.
• Abu Dhabi Water and Electric 
Authority (ADWEA) and its then 
wholly owned subsidiary Abu Dhabi 
Sewerage Services Company 
(ADSSC) in connection with the 
structuring and implementation of a 
build-own-operate-transfer project 
involving the development and 
construction of two new sewage treat-
ment plants at Wathba and Al Saad 
(known as ISTP 1) in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi, on a project finance basis. 
This project was the first wastewater 
project in the region to be financed on 
a build-own-operate-transfer (BOOT) 
basis and reached commercial and 

financial close simultaneously in June 
2008.
• ADWEA and ADSSC in connection 
with the structuring and implementa-
tion of a BOOT project involving the 
development and construction of 
two new sewage treatment plants at 
Wathba and Al Ain (known as ISTP 
2) in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, on a 
project finance basis. This project, 
together with ISTP 1, is considered to 
be the world’s largest BOOT project 
in the wastewater sector and reached 
commercial close in December 2008.
• Podini Holding, a developer, in the 
negotiation of a construction (EPC) 
contract with Vestas to construct 
a 39 MW wind farm in the Abruzzo 
region of Italy. The project cost was 
€70 million.
• Puget Sound Energy, Inc. in the 
redevelopment pursuant to a guaran-
teed maximum price contract of the 
Snoqualmie Falls Hydroelectric Plant, 
the first underground hydropower 
plant ever built. Originally built in 1896, 
the project still had some original 
equipment working, much of which 
will be preserved for a museum.
• Atomstroyexport (ASE) (parent 
Gazprombank) in its role as EPC 
contractor for the Belene Nuclear 
Power Plant in Bulgaria. The site, 
which comprises two 1000MW 

Construction Energy Projects
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reactors, contains equipment and 
structures relating to a previous 
nuclear power plant on which 
construction was suspended in 1990.
• An industrial port company in 
connection with the development of 
an “inside-the-fence” power plant on 
a BOOT basis within a major industrial 
port complex.
• Dhofar Power Company S.A.O.G of 
Oman in relation to its refinancing and 
in respect of its future role as offtaker 
of power from the proposed Salalah 
independent water and power project 
(IWPP) and the construction of related 
transmission facilities.
• BKW, a developer, in the negotiation 
of a construction (EPC) contract for a 
400 MW power plant in the Calabria 
region of Italy. The project cost was 
€350 million.
• Unicredit in the negotiation of 
a construction (EPC) contract to 
build a wind farm in the Campania 
region of Italy. The project cost was 
€115 million.
• A bidder in relation to the develop-
ment of two power projects in South 
Africa, including advising on the selec-
tion of the construction contractor and 
the construction contracts.

Our construction team assists 
owners/developers, tenants and 
lenders in projects involving new 
construction, renovation, rehabilita-
tion, historic preservation and master 
planning. We believe that careful 
planning in the initial phases of a 
project – before the architect and 
construction contracts are signed, 
and before construction begins – is 
critical to the success of a project. 
We assist clients in evaluating 
development opportunities, providing 
pre-transaction counseling to struc-
ture deals, preparing requests for 
proposals, analyzing responses by 
developers, financial institutions, 
tenants and others, identifying 
appropriate contract structures, and 
negotiating agreements.

We have negotiated agreements on 
behalf of, and for clients engaging, 
world-famous architects, among 
them Frank Gehry, Morphosis, Rafael 
Viñoly, Enrique Norten, Davis Brody 
Bond, Snohetta, Polshek Partner-
ship, Cooper Robertson & Partners, 
Beyer Blinder Belle, Butler Rogers 
Baskett and Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer. 

We have a great deal of experience 
in negotiating contracts with many of 
the largest construction companies, 
among them Turner Construction 
Company, Tishman Construction 
Corporation, Bovis Lend Lease, F.J. 
Sciame Construction Company, Inc., 
Suffolk Construction Company and 
Gilbane Building Company.

Our experience representing clients 
in connection with the construction of 
commercial and residential buildings 
includes advising:

• Rothschild in the prestigious 
redevelopment of its headquarters, 
located in the heart of the City of 
London, which included negotiations 
on the development, construction 
and financing documents for the 
shell and core and fit-out of the new 
building (as well as for relocation to 
temporary space during develop-
ment). Areas of advice included title, 
construction, professional appoint-
ments, zoning/planning and heritage 
issues, negotiations with neighbours, 
rights of light and all other general 
development issues.

Construction of Commercial  
and Residential Buildings
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• The owner of an office building 
in New York City in the historically 
sensitive renovation of the building, 
which resulted in the listing of the 
building on the National Register of 
Historic Places. This project included 
a complete renovation of all interiors 
and building systems and restoration 
of the façade.
• The developer of a high-end 
hotel and villa complex in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan in the negotiation of 
various construction and consulting 
agreements. The complex was 
constructed in anticipation of the 
2011 Asian Winter Games and is 
operated by a major international 
hotel chain.
• The owner of a historic loft building 
in New York City in the conversion 
of the building to luxury condo-
miniums. We negotiated the architect 
and construction contracts and 
worked with the client’s consultants 
to obtain the necessary approvals 
from the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to add 
a floor to the building as well as to 
restore the cast iron façade.

• The owners of a 70,000 square 
foot commercial condominium in the 
negotiation of architect, contractor 
and consultant contracts for the 
development of a LEED-compliant 
office facility in lower Manhattan. We 
also advised the client on the settle-
ment of construction-related disputes 
with the condominium sponsor.
• A major US corporation on the 
acquisition of development rights, 
compliance with land use and 
zoning requirements, construction 
permits and licenses, and negotia-
tion of a land lease agreement for 
the construction of a manufacturing 
facility in the Moscow region.
• The owner in the redevelopment 
of two and a half vacant city blocks 
into a LEED gold certified mixed-
use complex in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Our representation included 
the drafting and negotiation of 
agreements for phased design and 
construction, as well as consultancy 
agreements with local artists involved 
in the design of art features for the 
project.
• A US-based company regarding 
approvals and consents required 

under Russian law for construction 
of a manufacturing facility in one of 
Russia’s special economic zones.
• The developer in the prepara-
tion and negotiation of construction 
agreements for a LEED gold certi-
fied affordable housing apartment 
complex in Stamford, Connecticut 
and in improvements to surrounding 
public roads, utilities and amenities.
• The developer in the preparation of 
design and construction agreements 
for an 85 unit “green” apartment 
building in Manhattan.
• A leading UAE-based real estate 
developer in connection with a large 
real estate residential development in 
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Dewey & LeBoeuf works extensively 
with non-profit organizations on real 
estate construction projects. We work 
with our clients on every aspect of the 
transaction, from site acquisition and 
procurement of zoning approvals, to 
negotiation of design and construction 
contracts, through the construction 
process to project completion and 
close-out of contracts. Non-profits 
face unique challenges in the financing 
of real estate projects, and we help 
clients to meet these challenges.

We regularly assist clients to obtain 
government and private capital, 
including through government grants, 
industrial development authority 
bonds, and bank financing secured 
by mortgages and charitable pledges, 
while remaining in compliance with 
restrictions on grants and endow-
ments and the requirements of laws 
applicable to non-profit entities. We 
also have considerable experience 
in working with governmental agen-
cies which fund or facilitate these 
projects, including the New York City 

Department of Cultural Affairs and 
the New York City Law Department. 
Dewey & LeBoeuf has extensive 
experience in the negotiation of 
government funding contracts. Many 
of the projects described below were 
constructed with funding from the 
City of New York. Many of our non-
profit clients receive City funding for 
their construction projects. We are 
well-acquainted with the City “pass 
through” contract and the require-
ments for City-funded construction.

Our experience representing clients 
in connection with the construction 
of cultural and non-profit projects 
includes advising:

• Mount Sinai School of Medicine on 
the design and construction of a US 
$475 million Center for Science and 
Medicine at their Manhattan campus 
and related sale of more than 
$200 million of development rights for 
an adjacent residential tower.
• Jazz at Lincoln Center, Inc. 
regarding all aspects of the design, 

construction, and financing of a 
$200 million performance facility in 
Time Warner Center, a large-scale 
mixed use project in New York City.
• The architects Herzog and 
de Meuron in relation to the 
“Transforming Tate Modern” project, 
involving the expansion of the Tate 
Modern museum in London via the 
addition of a new building.
• Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts, Inc. with respect to its $1 billion 
redevelopment and renovation of 
the campus of Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts in New York City.
• The New York Public Library, as 
construction and real estate counsel. 
We have advised NYPL with respect 
to the renovation of the flagship 
42nd Street building, the construc-
tion of the Bronx Library Center and 
the construction by Lincoln Center 
Theater of a theater on the roof of the 
Library for the Performing Arts on the 
main Lincoln Center Campus.
• Several prominent educational insti-
tutions in New York City on large scale 
construction projects, including The 

Construction of Cultural and  
Other Non-Profit Projects
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Cooper Union for the Advancement 
of Science and Art’s iconic new 
academic building, designed by 
the architecture firm Morphosis and 
located in downtown Manhattan.
• The American Museum of Natural 
History in the construction of its plan-
etarium (the Rose Center for Earth 
and Space), its Natural Sciences 
building, and the renovation of the 
dinosaur halls and library.
• A US-based religious organiza-
tion on a broad spectrum of matters 
related to construction and recon-
struction of properties in Russia, 
including zoning, allocation of land 
plots for construction, regulatory 
compliance, construction and occu-
pancy permits, and negotiation of 
construction contracts.
• The Art Students League in the 
renovation of its landmark building in 
New York City.
• The Asia Society in connection with 
the expansion and renovation of its 
building on Park Avenue in New York 
City.

• The Ethical Culture Fieldston 
School regarding the renovation and 
expansion of its Riverdale, New York 
campus.
• Asphalt Green, Inc. in connection 
with many major projects, including 
the renovation of its aquatic center 
and the renovation of its main 
building in New York City.
• Dance Theater Workshop with 
respect to the construction of a 
performance facility which occupies 
the first two stories of a mixed-use 
condominium.
• The New York Shakespeare 
Festival in the renovation of Delacorte 
Theater, located in New York City’s 
Central Park.
• The Bethel Performing Arts Center 
in connection with the design, 
development and construction of a 
large-scale performing arts facility 
on the site of the original Woodstock 
Festival.
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Dewey & LeBoeuf has consider-
able experience advising clients 
with respect to complex, large-scale 
urban construction projects. These 
projects usually involve govern-
ment entities as stakeholders and/
or funders, and often entail extensive 
governmental approval processes as 
well as coordination among govern-
ment entities.

Our experience representing clients 
in connection with the development 
of large-scale urban projects includes 
advising:

• The National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation (Amtrak) in the multi-
billion dollar redevelopment of 
New York’s Penn Station and new 
Moynihan Station.
• The Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation (LMDC), 
the government agency charged with 

redevelopment of the World Trade 
Center in New York City. Since 2001, 
we have acted as construction and 
real estate counsel for the LMDC 
and have advised on all aspects of 
design and construction, as well as 
land use matters, transactional real 
estate, and governmental environ-
mental and historic preservation 
review, and the deconstruction of 
the former Deutsche Bank Building. 
This project required one of the most 
comprehensive government approval 
and environmental review procedures 
in recent US history. In addition, we 
drafted and negotiated the pollution 
legal liability and excess environ-
mental insurance policies to cover 
potential claims related to “World 
Trade Center dust.”
• Alstom Ferroviaria (Alstom Group) 
in connection with the negotiation of 
the EPC contract for the construction 
of line 4 of the underground metro of 

Milan, a €1.5 billion project. Line 4 will 
be 21 kilometers long and built under 
the city center. The project is struc-
tured as a public-private partnership.
• In addition, one of the firm’s part-
ners – a former New York City Parks 
Commissioner – was significantly 
involved in the planning, zoning, open 
space design and development of 
Battery Park City, a master-planned 
neighborhood of New York City, 
including, but not limited to, the 
design, legal structure, and planning 
of an esplanade and open spaces 
which were eventually turned into 
City parkland.

Development of Large-Scale 
Urban Projects
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Environmental/Land Use Aspects 
of Construction Projects

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s global envi-
ronmental law group has extensive 
experience with a broad range of 
construction-related environmental/
land use issues. The group is a 
market leader in the development of 
innovative environmental risk transfer 
solutions and has won a number of 
prestigious awards for its work in this 
area. 

Our goals are to establish and meet 
realistic schedules to maximize the 
value of the client’s investments, 
satisfy all regulatory requirements, 
and manage all risks and liabilities, 
whether dealing with a complex 
brownfield development or regen-
eration project, working on a 
public-private partnership, or siting 
a large energy, manufacturing or 
industrial facility in an environmen-
tally sensitive area. We develop and 
implement legal strategies to take a 
project from the conceptual stage 
through to planning application and 
ultimate approval. Our environmental 
lawyers assist in the engagement 

of environmental consultants and 
engineers, advise regarding all 
manner of environmental issues that 
arise in connection with construction 
projects (including issues associ-
ated with the presence of asbestos, 
lead-based paint, mold, PCBs and 
indoor air quality), and help structure 
and implement risk transfer arrange-
ments to assist property buyers, 
sellers, lenders and other transac-
tion parties (including real estate 
developers, energy/utility companies 
and governmental and quasi-govern-
mental authorities) in managing 
environmental liabilities by shifting the 
risk of loss to another party through 
contract, insurance and other means. 
We are experienced in brownfield 
development and in resolving envi-
ronmental clean-up and liability 
issues with governmental authorities 
and private parties, and represent 
clients in administrative proceedings 
and litigation involving environmental 
issues. We are also well-equipped 

to handle any planning, heritage or 
environmental approvals which may 
be required.

Our lawyers have significant experi-
ence representing governmental and 
quasi-governmental entities, from 
national and municipal agencies to 
local planning boards, throughout 
our network, as well as representing 
clients in dealing with such entities.

Our experience representing clients in 
connection with significant construc-
tion, planning and environmental 
issues includes advising:

• BP on an award-winning project 
involving the sale for redevelop-
ment of a former oil refinery site in 
Llandarcy, South Wales, one of the 
oldest in the world. We negotiated 
the development agreement of the 
first phase for the remediation of 
the site and its redevelopment for 
housing, and subsequently in relation 
to the regeneration and redevelop-
ment of the remainder of this highly 
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significant 1,000 acre site. By 2020, it 
is expected that this will yield a mixed 
use urban village development spon-
sored by, amongst others, The Prince 
of Wales’ Foundation, and consisting 
of around 4,000 houses. Our team 
of lawyers provided input on the 
creation of the development brief and 
development of a complex and legally 
ground-breaking structure to meet 
the client’s objectives of securing a 
long-term phased remediation of the 
site and genuine clean-exit for BP. 
Our team was named “Deal Team of 
the Year” in the UK Lawyer annual 
awards of 2009 for this project, which 
also won a BP “Helios” progressive 
project award for innovation.
• Con Edison in the sale of four 
New York City blocks along the 
East River just south of the United 
Nations, previously the site of a 
power plant for approximately 100 
years. In order to facilitate the sale 
and redevelopment of this environ-
mentally-impacted property as well 
as to allow Con Edison to realize 
the fair market value of the property 

as remediated, we developed a 
cutting-edge environmental strategy 
to transfer environmental liabilities to 
an environmental contractor, backed 
by environmental insurance policies 
that guaranteed the performance and 
price of the remediation work and 
insured the seller and buyer against 
future liabilities resulting from pre-
existing and future environmental 
conditions.
• A joint venture in the acquisition 
of an environmentally-impacted 
government facility occupying over 
150 acres in upstate New York. As 
part of the purchase, and to allow for 
the proposed mixed-use redevelop-
ment of the property, we negotiated 
agreements which obligated the 
seller to remediate certain environ-
mental conditions and to contribute 
to the cost of environmental cost cap 
insurance for other conditions to be 
remediated by the joint venture.
• BP, following the highly successful 
Llandarcy project referred to above, 
on the sale, to be followed by reme-
diation, of 14 separate former refinery 

and petrochemical sites across the 
UK, many of which were impaired 
by significant historic contamina-
tion. This included the sale of a 460 
acre petrochemical site subject to an 
existing power station with rights for 
another to be constructed in 2011. 
As with the Llandarcy project, this 
transaction involved the develop-
ment by the Dewey & LeBoeuf team 
of unique legal structures to transfer 
environmental risk in perpetuity and 
secure appropriate clean-up in order 
to allow for the sale and redevelop-
ment of the property.
• A real estate development firm in 
the acquisition of the Connecticut 
campus of a former hair care prod-
ucts manufacturing facility owned by 
a multinational Fortune 100 corpo-
ration. To facilitate the proposed 
mixed-use redevelopment of this 
environmentally impacted property, 
we negotiated various agreements to 
allocate liability for and remediation 
of historic contamination (backed by 
a comprehensive ten-year pollution 
legal liability insurance program with 

Environmental/Land Use Aspects 
of Construction Projects (cont’d)
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$25 million limits of liability), and to 
establish parameters of redevelop-
ment activities.
• A conglomerate of various New 
York state governmental and non-
governmental entities in transactions 
intended to facilitate the construc-
tion of a nanotechnology and 
semiconductor development and 
manufacturing facility on multiple 
parcels totaling over 375 acres. We 
negotiated transaction documents 
among various state and private enti-
ties and developed a comprehensive 
15-year environmental insurance 
program with $15 million limits of 
liability.
• A quasi-governmental entity 
formed to direct the redevelopment 
of “Ground Zero” in New York City 
in the purchase and deconstruction 
of a building significantly damaged 
in the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001. We negotiated and 
drafted aspects of the acquisition 
agreement for the property and the 
related pollution legal liability and 
excess environmental insurance 

policies (combined limits of liability 
of $175 million) to integrate with the 
acquisition agreement and address 
remediation obligations, third-party 
bodily injury and property damage 
claims related to “World Trade Center 
dust.”
• An international engineering/
environmental consulting firm in a 
transaction involving the sale and 
cleanup, valued at $50 million, of 
a former railyard site in California. 
To allow for remediation and rede-
velopment of the property by the 
purchaser, we negotiated a master 
environmental services contract and 
developed a 30-year cost cap and 
pollution legal liability environmental 
insurance program (combined limits 
of liability of $153 million), which 
provided clean-up cost overrun 
coverage to the client, and third-party 
bodily injury and property damage 
coverage to the client and the current 
owner/purchaser of the site.
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