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About Dewey & LeBoeuf

Dewey & LeBoeuf is a full-service law 
firm providing counsel throughout the 
Americas, Europe, Russia/CIS, the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa. With 
more than 1,100 lawyers in major 
financial and commercial centers, 
the firm represents national and 
international corporations, financial 
institutions and government agencies 
in their most complex legal matters.

For additional information, please visit 
www.dl.com.

Dewey & LeBoeuf is characterized 
by market-leading practice groups in 
areas including:

• Mergers and Acquisitions
• Complex Litigation
• International Arbitration
•  Intellectual Property Litigation, 

Transactions and Technology
• Government Investigations
• International Trade
•  Capital Markets and Corporate 

Finance
• Structured Finance
• Private Equity
• Antitrust
• Tax
• Bankruptcy

The firm possesses leading industry 
experience in:

• Banking
• Energy
• Utilities
• Insurance
• Media and Entertainment
• Finance
• Life Sciences and Healthcare
• Telecommunications
• Consumer Electronics
• Manufacturing
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Dewey & LeBoeuf handles oil and 
gas, pipeline, LNG, electric power/
utility and related energy matters 
(including nuclear, and hydroelec-
tric and other renewables, and 
wind among others) for clients on 
a global basis. We have advised 
industry (private and state-owned), 
government and lender and investor 
clients on projects and matters on 
every continent. We regularly work 
on complex cross-border deals, 
many of them involving multinational 
consortia. The firm also has unique 
expertise in international boundary 
disputes, usually involving hydro-
carbon resources.

This energy project work is handled 
by experienced Dewey & LeBoeuf 
lawyers in our strategically located 
London, Paris, Moscow, Almaty, 
Beijing, Hong Kong, Riyadh, Johan-
nesburg, New York, Houston and 
Washington, DC offices. We have 
excellent working relations with able 
local counsel in other leading energy-
related countries around the world, 
to assist us as the needs of each 
project and client dictate.

Our strong international energy 
experience is in turn built on several 
decades of the firm’s energy sector 

preeminence in North America, 
summarized in the last section 
below.

The combination of our lawyers’ oil 
and gas and power/utilities experi-
ence with transactional, regulatory, 
financing, tax, competition and envi-
ronmental strength (including climate 
change), and ability to negotiate 
and draft documents in the major 
regional languages (including French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, 
Chinese and Arabic) creates distinc-
tive capabilities to efficiently help 
clients worldwide. 

Practice Overview

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s international 
energy group represents clients in all 
the types of transactions commonly 
encountered across the upstream, 
midstream, and downstream 
segments of the oil and gas industry 
— and the generation, 
transmission and distribution 
segments of the electric power/utility 
industry. This includes:

General (all energy sectors)
• Mergers, acquisitions, divestitures
• Marketing and trading
• Joint ventures, strategic alliances

• Regulatory proceedings
• Privatization auctions and tenders
• Legislative/public policy 
• Corporate and project financings
• Competition counseling/litigation
•  Securities offerings (including IPOs) 

• Environmental, health, safety 
• Restructurings
• Tax planning and structuring

Oil and Gas
•  Asset trading, farm-ins/outs, swaps 

•  Oil refineries, gas processing plants, 
petrochemical plants

• Offshore and onshore licensing 
•  LNG production, shipping, and 

regas
• PSAs, concessions 
•  Oil and LNG tanker finance/

chartering
• Bidding and study agreements 
•  Oil and gas pipeline finance/

development
• Joint operating agreements 
•  Pipeline transportation agreements
•  Unitizations, allocation agreements  

• Underground gas storage facilities
•  Drilling contracts, including risk-

type arrangements
•  Regulatory aspects of pipeline 

ownership and operation
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•  Oilfield service contracts and 
ventures  

• Rate and tariff matters
•  Crude oil and products sales/

trading 
• Oil spill response
•  Natural gas, associated gas, LNG 

sales 
• International boundary disputes

Electric Power/Utilities
•  Sale and purchase of generation 

assets 
•  Design and set-up of regulatory 

regimes
•  Sale, purchase and reorganization 

of transmission systems 
• FERC matters
•  Procurement of capacity require-

ments 
•  Hydroelectric and wind power 

projects
•  Power purchase and sale agree-

ments, trading; risk management
• Nuclear power projects
•  Independent power projects (IPPs)
• Waste-to-energy projects

Market Recognition 

Given the depth of our knowledge 
and hands-on project experience, 
Dewey & LeBoeuf is consistently 
recognized as being among the top 

rank of law firms in the energy sector. 
Recent examples of our firm’s ratings 
by leading independent organizations 
are:

• Band 1 Energy and National 
Resources (Chambers USA 2006-
2009);
• Recognized as a “Leading” firm 
for Energy, England  (PLC Which 
Lawyer?, 2008, 2009);
• Band 1 in energy and natural 
resources firm in Russia for eight 
years running to date (Chambers 
Global 2002-2009, and Global 
Counsel 3000 — now called PLC 
Which Lawyer? Yearbook, 2003-
2009); Band 1 in this category for 
Kazakhstan (Chambers Global 
2005-2007); Band 1 for Energy and 
Natural Resources in Russia (Legal 
500 EMEA, 2007-2009); Ranked as 
a “Leading” firm for Energy, Russian 
Federation (PLC Which Lawyer?, 
2008, 2009); 
• The firm was named “Law Firm of 
the Year” in the area of energy and 
natural resources by Asian-Counsel 
magazine, 2010;
• “Africa Law Firm of the Year” 
(Chambers Global Award 2005); 
Band 2 for projects and energy 
and general business law in Africa 
(Chambers Global 2006 - 2009);

• Band 1 for Energy & Natural 
Resources in New York (Chambers 
USA, 2006-2009); Band 1 for 
Energy: State Regulatory and 
Wholesale Electric Market in New 
York (Chambers USA, 2008, 2009); 
Ranked as a leading firm for Energy, 
New York (PLC Which Lawyer?, 
2008, 2009); Band 2 for Energy: 
Electricity in the US (Chambers 
Global, 2006-2009)
• The firm was selected as a “Highly 
Recommended” firm for Energy, 
China (PLC Which Lawyer?, 2008, 
2009); and
• Several highly ranked individual 
Dewey & LeBoeuf partners on 
energy sector and M&A work, in our 
London, Paris, Moscow, Almaty, 
Hong Kong, New York, Washington, 
Houston and other offices (in current 
editions of Chambers Global; PLC 
Which Lawyer? Yearbook, European 
Legal 500, Euromoney Guide to the 
World’s Leading Energy and Natural 
Resources Lawyers, Asia Pacific 
Legal 500, IFLR 1000, etc.).

Global Energy (cont’d)
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We provide here brief summary 
information on our key international 
offices for our Energy practice, and a 
sampling of recent project experience 
of Dewey & LeBoeuf lawyers (in some 
cases while at prior firms) region 
by region. Transactional involve-
ments are, for the most part, listed 
by locus of the project; often, two or 
more Dewey & LeBoeuf offices are 
involved. 

For each geographical region, sample 
transactions across the energy sector 
spectrum are listed together. More 
detailed listings of our experience in a 
particular region, or a particular type 
of project work worldwide, are avail-
able on request.

Europe

Dewey & LeBoeuf has a large pres-
ence throughout Europe. Our London 
office has over 140 lawyers, most 
of them English-qualified solicitors. 
Our Paris office has over 30 lawyers, 
almost all of them members of the 
Paris Bar. Our Frankfurt office has 
over 50 lawyers. Our Milan and Rome 
offices together have more than 90 
lawyers, and Warsaw has over 45 
lawyers – in each case nearly all local 

practitioners. Our Brussels office 
combines EU and Belgian practitio-
ners.

These offices work closely together 
to cover global transactions in Europe 
and elsewhere in an integrated way. 
The London and Paris offices in 
particular are regularly involved in 
large development and finance, M&A 
and other energy sector projects in 
Europe, the Middle East, Russia/
CIS, North and sub-Saharan Africa, 
and Asia. Our European offices also 
provide EU competition law advice 
(particularly in London and Brussels), 
including on issues relating to the oil 
and gas and power industries. 

Recent European energy sector 
engagements include the following:

• Intrepid Energy in its successful 
$1.2 billion auctioned sale of subsid-
iaries holding North Sea upstream 
assets to Petro-Canada, Sumitomo 
and Talisman (completed, in three 
stages);
• E.ON Ruhrgas in its £460 million 
acquisition from a group of private 
equity and management share-
holders of Caledonia Oil & Gas Ltd in 
late 2005;

• Canadian Natural Resources in its 
acquisition of controlling interests 
and operatorship in two UK North 
Sea blocks from ENI E&P (Agip) of 
Italy and another block interest from 
Murphy Petroleum, and in its earlier 
acquisition of Kerr-McGee’s northern 
North Sea oil and gas properties;
• The proposed €390 million LNG 
import project at Brindisi, Italy, which 
is being developed to receive, store 
and regasify 6 million tonnes of LNG 
per year;
• Advising various energy companies 
on project-related ship purchases/
financings for LNG carriers, crude 
tankers, supply vessels, etc;
• EU gas sale and competition 
regulatory advice, for two European 
energy majors in connection with 
Russian gas field investment proj-
ects involving Gazprom and possible 
supply of the European market;
• Acting for Gaz de France on a 
number of international projects, 
including an acquisition in Belgium, 
the Cartagena power plant project in 
Spain, and the creation of an energy 
trading joint venture with Société 
Générale;
• Advising Basell NV, the major 
European petrochemicals group, on 
its acquisition from Shell, its former 
venture partner, of the remaining 

Experience by Region
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50 percent interest in Société du 
Craquer de l’Aubette, an ethylene 
cracking facility located in southern 
France;
• Advising Indian Oil in the poten-
tial takeover of a listed company in 
France;
• A Japanese conglomerate in a 
pending joint venture to develop a 
bulk chemical storage terminal in 
Europe;
• Advising a European petrochemi-
cals company on large downstream 
acquisition in France; and a European 
energy company on proposed acqui-
sition of refinery in Germany;
• Total SA on the sale of a chemicals 
business in France;
• A European energy conglomerate 
on the merger of two petrochemical 
businesses to create Borealis A/S, 
Europe’s largest producer of polyole-
fins and the fifth largest worldwide, 
and in the subsequent sale of a 50 
percent interest in the venture; 
• Preem Petroleum AB in its  
€250 million acquisition of Norsk 
Hydro’s interest in the Scanraff 
refinery in Sweden;
• The Finnish energy company 
Fortum Oy Heat and Power in its 
$850 million exchange with E.ON of 
electricity generation and distribution 
companies and assets in Germany, 
Ireland, Norway, Russia and Sweden; 
and this client on its large Project 
Matrix — involving the divestiture of 

power generation facilities in England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Hungary;
• Sponsors, shareholders, and 
lenders in heat and/or power 
plant development, acquisitions, 
divestitures, privatizations and/
or financings in the UK (including 
Teesside, Shotton, Grangemouth, 
Corby, Ely, Indian Queens, Salt 
End), Poland (Belchatow II, Nowa 
Sarzyna, Rybnik), and Germany 
(Hagenow biomass), Italy (Sarlux) 
and Spain (Arcos), Hungary (Csepel, 
Tiszaujvaros) and Bulgaria (Bobov 
Dol, Varna, Russe);
• A prominent European refining 
company in connection with a series 
of renewable diesel refining projects 
throughout Europe (including in 
Austria, France and The Netherlands); 
these projects involve joint ventures 
to build, own and operate renewable 
diesel plants in existing refineries; 
related EU competition advice;
• Advising Electricité de France 
on a nuclear power plant project 
in Slovakia, on various nuclear fuel 
supply and reprocessing agreements, 
and on a hydroelectric project in 
Portugal;
• GE Power Systems in its  
$325 million purchase of European 
assets from Enron Wind Corp;
• A Danish company, a Norwegian 
company and an English company in 
the estimated $200 million acquisition 
and development of an offshore wind 
farm in the East Irish Sea;

• Representing sponsors and lenders 
on the development and financing 
of a number of wind farm projects 
in Britain (including Thanet Offshore, 
Braes of Donne, Snugborough, 
Ardossan, Ballycogly and Slieve 
Rushan); and
• Advising BP on the sale for rede-
velopment of its former refinery site 
at Coed Darcy in South Wales; this 
contaminated site is to be remediated 
and will become a major new mixed-
use community to be built out over 
25 years — the largest brownfield 
redevelopment in the UK at present.

North America Energy 

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s representation 
of energy clients within the United 
States dates back to the 1920’s, 
and has been a central pillar of 
the our practice since then. Today, 
Dewey & LeBoeuf’s North American 
Energy Practice Group (with its oil 
and gas and power sub-groups) 
includes lawyers in almost all of our 
US offices. Our dynamic Interna-
tional Energy practice rests on this 
decades-long North American project 
experience base.

Our clients include oil and gas 
producers, marketers and traders, 
seismic and drilling contractors, 
service and supply companies, 
natural gas, crude oil and products 
pipelines, shipping companies, 

Experience by Region (cont’d)
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terminal operators, local gas distribu-
tion companies, electric generation, 
transmission and distribution compa-
nies, gas and power trading and 
marketing companies, large commer-
cial and industrial users of energy, 
energy exchanges, financial institu-
tions and insurers.

The firm’s representation of oil and 
gas clients on North American matters 
is based primarily in Houston, New 
York, Washington and London. 
This includes our long-time core 
practices in LNG/regas project 
and regulatory matters, oil and gas 
pipeline regulation, and gas supply 
and trading arrangements. We 
have extensive experience in the 
upstream, midstream and down-
stream segments of the business 
— representing the range of project 
participants across this spectrum.

Dewey & LeBoeuf has long been 
preeminent in the power/utilities 
sphere. About 75 of our US-based 
lawyers devote all or most of their 
time assisting clients on virtually every 
aspect of this industry. We provide 
comprehensive legal advice to elec-
tric and gas companies on corporate, 
regulatory, environmental, securities 
and financial matters. The firm has 

been a key player in nearly half of 
the US electric and gas distribution 
company M&A in the last ten years, 
and has played a prominent role in 
energy industry and restructurings, 
sale and purchase of generation and 
transmission assets, and the devel-
opment and financing of independent 
power projects, etc.

Representation of Canadian clients 
and/or project work in Canada is very 
much a part of our Energy prac-
tice. For example, we have assisted 
Canadian oil companies in various 
inter-national projects, and have 
assisted Hydro-Quebec in the devel-
opment and financing of the $120 
million Connecticut — New York 
Cross-Sound Cable Project and two 
similar ventures, in Latin American 
power projects and in an important 
international arbitration proceeding 
that upheld the validity of a 30-year, 
$5 billion energy supply contract. We 
also represent Canadian companies 
in their efforts to establish LNG termi-
nals in the northeast US. 

The primary areas of practice where 
the firm has assisted energy sector 
clients in North America in recent 

years (which experience supports 
and is reflected in our international 
practice as well) are the following:

(Because of the sheer volume of 
projects over several decades to 
date, our experience is described 
here mostly in terms of practice areas 
rather than individual transactions. 
Deal lists and other details in any of 
the areas highlighted below can be 
provided upon request.)

Mergers, Acquisitions, 
Divestitures, Strategic 
Alliances
The US Oil and Gas Group actively 
assists clients in (i) structuring, nego-
tiating, and documenting mergers 
and other strategic alliances among 
energy companies, (ii) acquisitions and 
dispositions of producing oil and gas 
properties and exploration prospects, 
natural gas pipelines, gas processing 
facilities and other energy assets, and 
(iii) leveraged and management-led 
buyouts. 

Dewey & LeBoeuf is the premier 
M&A law firm for gas pipeline and 
electric generation, transmission and 
distribution companies in the US, 
having advised principals in more 
major electric and gas utility M&A 
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deals — in terms both of number and 
of dollar volume —over the past four 
years than any other law firm. We 
are market leaders in, among others, 
representing buyers, sellers and 
bidders in the divestitures by utilities 
of generation assets as part of the 
deregulation of the electricity industry 
now underway in the US. 

These representations include 
contested acquisitions, proxy fights 
and negotiated transactions. We 
have served as counsel in some of 
the most innovative and precedent-
setting transactions undertaken 
by industry participants in recent 
memory. A few examples: the 
Berkshire Hathaway-led investor 
group’s $9.5 billion acquisition of 
MidAmerica Energy (one of the first 
“going private” transactions involving 
a major regulated electric utility); and 
the pioneering large transnational 
National Grid — New England Elec-
tric and Scottish Power — PacifiCorp 
acquisitions).

Dewey & LeBoeuf is also one of the 
leading firms in the acquisition and 
disposition of energy assets of all 
kinds, including electric generation 
and transmission and pipeline assets 
from clients ranging from Enron, 
Duke Energy and a Bill Gates invest-
ment vehicle, and GE.

Project Development and 
Finance
Dewey & LeBoeuf is a recognized 
leader representing clients in the 
development and financing of oil 
and gas projects, power projects of 
all types (gas, coal, hydroelectric, 
nuclear, wind, etc.), as well as related 
infrastructure (e.g., pipeline, terminal, 
port) projects — in North America 
and throughout the world. We 
regularly represent project sponsors, 
investment banks, commercial banks, 
equity investors, and other project 
participants such as contractors and 
purchasers of project output. 

These project representations often 
include assisting clients in prepara-
tion of requests for qualifications 
and requests for proposals, and 
responses thereto; project site selec-
tions; drafting and negotiation of 
all the project agreements that are 
essential components of successful 
project financings, including offtake, 
fuel supply and transportation, EPC, 
O&M, interconnection and transmis-
sion agreements; and drafting and 
negotiation of security and other 
financing agreements, including 
credit agreements, mortgages and 
guarantees. We also advise on all 
aspects of the environmental permit-
ting and siting processes, regulatory 
matters, tax structuring and real 
estate matters.

As a natural outgrowth of the 
restructuring of the US electric utility 
industry, many of the projects on 
which the firm has worked have 
involved merchant power produc-
tion facilities. A few examples: a 
550 MW merchant gas-fired project 
for Columbia Energy and LG&E 
Energy Corp. in Texas (one of the 
first merchant facilities financed on 
a project finance basis); representa-
tion of PSE&G Americas and Panda 
Energy in the financing of two 1,000 
MW merchant gas-fired power 
projects in Texas over 1,000 MW 
merchant project for Duke Energy.

LNG Projects
Strongly complementing our inter-
national gas field, pipeline and LNG 
plant project development/finance 
practice (many sample deals noted 
above), is the firm’s decades-long 
strength in the North American 
“receiving side” of the LNG busi-
ness and in the US gas industry in 
general. Our lawyers’ work started 
at the very beginning of the US LNG 
industry with the development of one 
of the original terminals (Trunkline’s 
Lake Charles facility) over 40 years 
ago and continues through multiple 
active projects today (involving 
operating or proposed terminals on 
the Gulf of Mexico, up and down 
the Atlantic coast, the Caribbean, 
and the Pacific coast). Our experi-
ence runs the gamut from federal 
and state permitting of facilities, to 

Experience by Region (cont’d)
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negotiation of key contracts for the 
liquefaction, storage, transporta-
tion and delivery by LNG tankers, 
through regasification and onward 
pipeline shipment and sale, and 
including creation of joint venture 
and project financing of facilities and 
tankers. Recent/current clients in 
this area include Occidental, Suez, 
TransCanada and Sempra.

Dewey & LeBoeuf‘s US LNG experi-
ence is centered in our Houston and 
Washington offices. Our Houston 
practice features three senior, highly 
experienced practitioners, including a 
former general counsel of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). Together they have more 
than 75 years of active involvement 
in the natural gas industry, including 
participation in most domestic LNG 
industry developments over the past 
three decades. One of the senior 
partners in our Washington office 
has represented LNG facilities in US 
and internationally for more than 25 
years and is the author of the section 
on LNG law in the treatise “Energy 
Law and Transactions.” He is joined 
by a number of other partners with 
decades of LNG regulatory experi-
ence.

Energy Financial
Our Energy Group has extensive 
experience assisting (i) commercial 
banks and other financial institu-
tions in reserve-based lending, and 
(ii) issuers, lenders, investors and 
borrowers in mezzanine, senior debt 
and non-traditional commodity-based 
financings. The group also represents 
producers, investors, lenders and 
project developers in transactions 
involving non-recourse and off-
balance sheet financings.

We have also represented many 
energy companies as issuers of 
securities, investment banks as 
underwriters of utility securities and 
other clients considering investment 
in the industry. Offerings handled 
by the firm have included: public 
offerings of secured and unsecured 
debt and common and preferred 
stock (including initial public offer-
ings); private placements of debt 
and equity; public and private tax-
exempt financings for the benefit 
of public utility projects; bank 
financings; and project financings, 
including the negotiation and rene-
gotiation of sale leasebacks of utility 
assets. 

Pipeline and Utility 
Regulatory
Our Energy Group has represented 
clients in virtually all aspects of US 
federal, and most state and local 
regulatory law and policy matters. We 
regularly represent major gas and oil 
pipeline interests, and our lawyers 
have been involved in hundreds of 
regulatory proceedings before FERC, 
the Department of Energy (DOE), 
the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) and the federal courts. The 
cases have included pipeline restruc-
turing, new facilities construction, 
complex rate proceedings, rulemaking 
proceedings, enforcement actions, 
complaint proceedings, abandonment 
filings, appeals from agency decisions 
and import/export matters. (A current 
example is our assistance to Chevron 
in obtaining FERC and Alaska state 
approvals for development of an 
important new cross-Alaska natural 
gas pipeline.)

Two recent examples of our work in 
this area: acting as regulatory counsel 
for Cinergy Corp. in its $9.4 billion 
combination with Duke Energy and for 
MidAmerican in its $9 billion acqui-
sition of PacifiCorp — both deals 
having closed in 2005.
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We have one of the largest Public 
Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 
practices of any law firm. Our firm’s 
clients include more than half of the 
roughly two dozen registered holding 
companies, dozens of exempt 
holding companies, independent 
power producers, financial inves-
tors and international entities. Dewey 
& LeBoeuf is the “go to” firm for 
companies considering an invest-
ment in a utility where 1935 Act 
issues are raised.

Gas Storage and 
Transportation
Dewey & LeBoeuf lawyers are 
leaders in representing developers 
and lenders in natural gas storage 
and transportation transactions 
in North America. Representa-
tive clients include the CIT Group, 
AES, WestLB, Sempra and SalTec 
International. We routinely draft 
and negotiate all development-
related contracts, including: storage 
agreements; gas transporta-
tion agreements and operation 
and balancing agreements; gas 
supply agreements; pipeline inter-
connection agreements; mineral 
leases, storage leases, surface 
and subsurface easement agree-
ments; and EPC agreements and 
drilling contracts relating to gas 
pipelines and gathering facilities 
and gas storage facilities. We have 
equal experience with respect to 
the financing of such projects, 

including on construction and term 
loan arrangements, equity raises 
and hedging vehicles. The firm is 
currently representing clients in the 
development of a project located 
in Texas, the financing of a project 
located in Mississippi and the 
development of the first natural gas 
storage project to be located in 
Mexico.

Renewables
We assist clients on development 
and financing of all types of renew-
able energy projects — including 
hydroelectric, wind, geothermal, 
biomass and landfill. We also 
regularly assist in acquisitions and 
dispositions of companies and assets 
in this sphere. Clients include energy 
and utility companies, governmental 
entities, banks and other investors in 
renewable energy.

Dating back to the practice of the 
firm’s founding partner, Randall 
LeBoeuf, the firm is a leader in hydro-
electric regulatory work for clients. 
Our experience includes FERC 
licensing proceedings and the nego-
tiation, administration and litigation of 
hydroelectric and power exchange 
contracts. 

Nuclear
We have been a leading nuclear law 
firm since the birth of civilian nuclear 
power in 1954. Our experience over 
the past five decades spans a wide 

variety of issues, including the initial 
licensing of about half of the nation’s 
nuclear power reactors.

Lawyers practicing with the firm have 
represented utilities and other entities 
in extensive licensing, rulemaking, 
decommissioning and enforcement 
proceedings before the US Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC), 
DOE, DOT, and other federal and 
state regulatory agencies. Dewey & 
LeBoeuf has also been one of the 
nation’s leading firms in representing 
parties in litigation and arbitration 
over nuclear matters. Further, we 
have considerable experience on 
the legal aspects of transportation of 
radioactive waste and spent nuclear 
fuel, and in court and administrative 
proceedings involving same. 

Environmental, Health and 
Safety (EHS)
Our Energy practice is able to draw 
on the experience of the firm’s 
strong Environmental Group, which 
provides experience in all aspects 
of energy-related EHS matters. This 
group provides guidance to oil and 
gas and power/utilities clients on 
environmental issues associated 
with a host of construction, opera-
tion and maintenance activities, and 
counseling and due diligence evalu-
ations and site audits in support of 
mergers, acquisitions and divesti-
tures. 

Experience by Region (cont’d)
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Representation includes environmental 
permitting and compliance, Superfund 
and Clean Water Act regulatory and 
litigation matters, and advising on air, 
water, solid and hazardous waste, 
toxic substance, and other regulatory 
compliance issues at the federal and 
state levels. From the firm’s cross-
border project work, the group’s 
lawyers are also very familiar with 
World Bank and similar international 
development bank environmental 
standards. 

Catastrophic Oil Spills
Dewey & LeBoeuf is one of the 
leading firms in advising major oil 
industry clients in matters relating to 
catastrophic oil spills and response, 
including related liability protection 
issues. Dewey & LeBoeuf serves 
as principal outside counsel to the 
Marine Preservation Association, 
the industry-wide organization that 
was formed in 1990 to deal with 
the problem of catastrophic oil spill 
clean-ups. (Our lawyers also have 
experience in advising clients on oil 
spill response (OSR) matters inter-
nationally — including in Russia and 
Africa.)

Tax Planning, Structuring 
In connection with the firm’s Energy 
practice, our tax lawyers have 
substantial experience in all aspects 
of the taxation of the range of entities 
active in the energy sector. Our work 
for energy clients includes advising 
on and structuring for the tax aspects 
of M&A, cross-border investments, 
capital markets transactions, 
derivatives, insurance and other 
risk management products, leasing 
and project finance. Working closely 
with Dewey & LeBoeuf lawyers from 
other disciplines, our Tax Group has 
developed and implemented a wide 
variety of innovative acquisition and 
financing arrangements, permitting 
clients to achieve their business goals 
in the North American and interna-
tional energy markets.

Russia/CIS; Central Asia 
and Caspian

Dewey & LeBoeuf is one of the 
largest and most experienced law 
firms in the market. We cover this 
vast, energy-rich region with over 50 
lawyers on the ground in our offices 
in Moscow (open since 1990) and 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan (with affiliated 
representation in the capital Astana) 
— as well as a solid network of 

correspondent local counsel in all 
of the other Caspian-area republics. 
Energy sector project work is our 
core strength here — large upstream, 
pipeline and power ventures, M&A 
and finance, involving companies 
and fields throughout Russia, Central 
Asia and the Caspian region. This is 
recognized in the firm’s uniform top-
tier legal directory rankings. 

Our work includes close involve-
ment for Chinese and Indian national 
companies’ strategic acquisitions and 
ventures in Russia, Kazakhstan and 
elsewhere in the Caspian region.

Sample engagements (see also 
the China/India/Asia section below) 
include:

• Representation of Eni SpA of Italy 
in its recently closed $5.8 billion 
acquisition of three important license-
holding gas E&P companies in the 
Yamalo-Nenets region of Russia, a 
20 percent stake in Gazprom Neft 
and certain other assets, in partner-
ship with Enel of Italy and under 
the umbrella of the Eni-Gazprom 
Strategic Partnership Agreement; 
• Ongoing assistance to Statoil 
(now StatoilHydro) on all aspects 
of the proposed Shtokman mega-
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project with Gazprom, to encompass 
development of a large Barents Sea 
gas field, a 550-km pipeline to shore, 
an LNG plant near Murmansk and 
shipments to the US, as well as tie-in 
to the planned new Nord Stream 
pipeline to Western Europe; 
• Assistance to a leading European 
energy company on its pending 
substantial investment in the Yuzhno-
Russkoye gas mega-field in the 
Yamalo-Nenets region with Gazprom, 
the transaction to be done on an 
asset swap basis;
• Advising sponsor/operator 
ExxonMobil on many aspects of 
the Sakhalin 1 PSA project (1993 to 
date); assistance first to a Japanese 
participant, and recently to sponsor/
operator Shell and the consortium 
company Sakhalin Energy, on many 
aspects of the Sakhalin 2 PSA 
project (1992 to 2006); and advising 
BP on certain aspects of the Sakhalin 
5 exploration license project (2007); 
Sakhalin 1 and 2 alone, which are in 
full development, are anticipated to 
involve over  
$35 billion in investment;
• Representation of China National 
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) on 
the successfully closed $4.18 billion 
acquisition of this major Kazakhstan 
oil producer and refiner, and on the 
pre-agreed follow-up disposition of 
a minority stake in the company to 
KazMunayGas;

• Assistance to ExxonMobil in the 
Tengizchevroil mega-field project 
in Kazakhstan, including on the 
$4.4 billion second-stage expan-
sion project financing — on which 
our client (and project co-sponsor 
Chevron) co-lent on a senior pari 
passu basis, along with a  
$1.1 billion investment-grade 
Eurobond issue that provided the 
Kazakh national oil company’s and a 
Lukoil affiliate’s 25 percent share of 
the financing;
• Caspian Pipeline Consortium 
(comprising three governments — 
Russia, Kazakhstan and Oman) and 
eight major Western, Russian and 
Kazakh oil producers, from 1996 to 
date, in establishing the legal infra-
structure for, and implementing the 
development and operation of, this 
successful 1500 kilometer, $2 billion 
pipeline that is already carrying crude 
oil from the Tenghiz field to the Black 
Sea port of Novorossiisk;
• Assistance to a European and to 
an Asian energy major in their respec-
tive negotiations with KazMunaiGas 
for PSA joint development of two 
separate new offshore blocks in the 
Kazakh sector of the Caspian;
• Assistance to the Mittal Group 
on various aspects of its recent 
$980 million acquisition from Lukoil 
Overseas of a 50 percent interest in 
the assets of the former well-known 
independent Nelson Resources 
(Caspian Investments affiliate), 

featuring five oil field properties in 
Kazakhstan;
• Kazakhstan’s national oil company 
KazMunaiGas on two E&P projects 
for development (with Lukoil) of the 
Khvalinskoye and Tsentralnoye fields 
that straddle the Russia/Kazakhstan 
Caspian marine boundary but are 
assigned to Russian jurisdiction 
under bilateral treaty, and of the 
Tyub-Karagan and Atash fields in the 
Kazakh sector of the Caspian;
• A US and a European energy 
major on their separate pending 
negotiations for participation in 
Russian-sector Black Sea offshore 
blocks, in one case involving Ukraine 
marine boundary issues;
• Assistance to the operator (Agip 
KCO) and to shareholders of the 
Kashagan (North Caspian) mega-
field international consortium E&P 
project in Kazakhstan anticipated 
to involve over $50 billion in invest-
ment, regarding prospective transport 
across the Caspian (and through the 
BTC pipeline) and/or through Russia 
of oil, gas and LPG in large quanti-
ties, and other important project 
matters;
• MOL of Hungary in its negotia-
tion, documentation and subsequent 
restructuring of a successfully 
operating $300 million crude produc-
tion joint venture for development of 
a field in Russia’s Khanty Mansiisk 
Autonomous Okrug; in farm-in to a 
Russian major’s exploration stage 
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project in Kazakhstan; and on various 
other projects in both countries;
• Advised a subsidiary of SOCAR, the 
State Oil Company of Azerbaijan, on 
a $750 million loan facility arranged 
by BNP Paribas to finance its share 
of investment in the AIOC consor-
tium (Azeri, Chirag and deepwater 
Gunashli fields) major offshore 
oil and condensate development 
project — Project Finance magazine’s 
“European Oil & Gas Deal of the Year” 
for 2006; subsequently advised this 
client on two additional financings: 
a $480 million financing arranged 
by ABN Amro Bank NV and Société 
Générale and an  
$800 million financing arranged by 
BNP Paribas, ABN Amro Bank NV 
and Société Générale (2006-2007);
• Advised EBRD on the $350 million 
financing of LUKoil’s and SOCAR’s 
investments in the Shah Deniz gas 
field and the related South Caucasus 
Gas Pipeline — which traverses 
Azerbaijan and Georgia and termi-
nates in Turkey (2003 and 2005);
• Assisting CNPC of China on its 
pending project to develop impor-
tant gas fields in the Amu-Darya 
Basin area of eastern Turkmenistan 
under PSA regime, with associated 
proposed construction of a new 
long-distance pipeline to transport 

the product (plus transit country gas) 
from the Turkmen border through 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan into 
China;
• Four separate European energy 
companies in negotiations for PSAs 
to develop Turkmen sector Caspian 
fields; one of the PSAs was signed 
in late 2002, another two are ready 
for signature, but awaiting resolu-
tion of Turkmenistan’s Caspian 
boundary with Iran, and the fourth is 
in advanced negotiation; assistance 
to another European major on a 
proposed PSA farm-in;
• A US independent on proposed 
E&P projects on an offshore block of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea zone and various 
onshore blocks, with two separate 
state oil company partners;
• Our lawyers’ work on project 
financings in Russia for the Salym field 
(proposed $150 million — 
BNP Paribas-led), SeverTek field 
($200 million — EBRD-led), Polar 
Lights ($200 million — EBRD, IFC 
and OPIC), Samotlor field and 
Ryazan refinery ($550 million — 
US Eximbank guaranteed) and 
Chernogorskoye field ($84 million — 
EBRD and US Eximbank);
• Various clients on refinery, 
processing and petrochemical 
plant modernizations, investments, 

financings, privatizations, tech-
nology licensing projects in Russia, 
Kazakhstan and elsewhere in the 
CIS;
• In Russia’s power sector, repre-
senting a number of major Western 
and Russian players (including 
Fortum of Finland, Russia’s aluminum 
giant Rusal, and Morgan Stanley) on 
stake acquisitions, privatizations and 
ventures in and financing of substan-
tial generation facilities in Russia 
(2004 to date);
• The European Bank of 
Reconstruction and Development 
on a £60 million secured loan to the 
Kazakhstan Electricity Grid Operating 
Company to finance the construc-
tion of a 270 km section of the new 
North-South 500 kv electricity trans-
mission line; and
• Current assistance to the 
Government of Afghanistan in 
connection with a series of World 
Bank sponsored power projects 
involving negotiation of long-term 
power purchase agreements with 
the governments of Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and 
the construction of high-voltage 
transmission lines to each respective 
border — all intended to address the 
acute lack of electricity in the country.
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Middle East, North Africa, 
Turkey

Dewey & LeBoeuf acts for clients 
throughout this key energy sector 
region — with large upstream and 
downstream project work being our 
mainstay here.

We are one of the few major interna-
tional law firms to maintain an office 
in Saudi Arabia. Having developed 
a close working relationship with 
several government agencies and 
an active practice here for over 15 
years, the firm in 1998 established 
an affiliation in Riyadh with a leading 
practitioner in the Kingdom. In late 
2006, as part of a significant expan-
sion of the office and its capabilities, 
our office affiliated with the Law 
Offices of Khalid Al-Thebity, who has 
long been a partner of the firm and 
has been the lead lawyer in almost 
all of our significant representations 
in Saudi Arabia. This affiliate office 
serves international and local inter-
ests in the private and public sectors 
— regularly acting in collaboration 
with lawyers in our US and European 
offices. 

A group in our Paris office has special 
strength and many years of experi-
ence in Algerian and other Maghreb 
country matters. We also have solid 
contacts with capable local counsel 

throughout the Arabian Gulf, the 
Middle East and North Africa gener-
ally.

Sample engagements include:

• Representing a European refining 
company in connection with the 
development of a project to build, 
own and operate a joint venture base 
oils plant in Abu Dhabi;
• Representation of CNPC of China, 
acting together with ONGC of India, 
in their historic 2006 joint venture 
€480 million acquisition of Petro-
Canada’s oil producing assets in 
Syria; 
• Current representation of the 
Eastern Petrochemical Company 
(SHARQ), a joint venture of the Saudi 
petrochemicals giant SABIC and a 
Mitsubishi-led consortium, in connec-
tion with various important project 
development matters including a $3.6 
billion expansion of its Jubail, Saudi 
Arabia facilities — this expansion 
now encompasses ethylene, ethylene 
glycol and polyethylene plants;
• The Saudi government in the 
structuring of and negotiations with 
major oil companies on its so-called 
“Natural Gas Initiative”, a many-
faceted multibillion dollar project;
• Advising Woodside Energy in Libya, 
including negotiating commercial 
contracts and counseling on obliga-
tions during exploration phase of 
various oil development EPSAs;

• Current representation of a 
European energy major, as operator 
of a substantial producing oilfield 
project under a PSA in Algeria and 
its related contract-based dispute 
proceedings with Sonatrach in 
connection with new tax burdens 
imposed by Algerian law;
• Counsel to major petroleum 
company in respect to its natural 
gas activities in Algeria, principally 
for the negotiation and implemen-
tation of enhanced production 
contracts, transportation contracts, 
EPC contracts and other matters 
connected to the Rhourde El Baguel, 
In Salah and In Amenas projects;
• Assisting in the negotiations and 
drafting of PSAs entered into with 
Sonatrach by a number of interna-
tional petroleum companies, including 
advising international contractors in 
assignments of preemptive interests, 
finalizing crude sales agreements, 
creation of a joint venture for the 
production and lifting of helium 
(Earlier, advice to Sonatrach on a 
number of ventures with international 
companies — by our Paris-based 
team while at a former firm);
• Advising an Australian energy 
company on hydrocarbon exploration 
contracts in Morocco and Tunisia;
• Acting for the Algerian Energy 
Company (AEC), a joint venture 
between Sonatrach and Sonelgas, 
in the development of a 2000 MW 
power project to include an 800 
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MW plant for supply of electricity to 
the local market and a 1200 MW 
plant for export of electricity to the 
European market;
• Counsel to the Tunisian national 
company (ETAP) in a variety of 
upstream petroleum contracts with 
international oil companies, including 
in relation to the Mahres conces-
sion, the Steg natural gas project, 
joint operating contract for Makhtar 
exploration permit and the Joint Oil 
venture for the exploration of the joint 
development zone with Libya;
• A European energy company in 
its 2002 divestiture of the Suneinah 
oil and gas concession in the 
Sultanate of Oman (the country’s 
second largest oil and gas producing 
contract area), which includes part of 
the Northern Oman Gas Project;
• Representation of an international 
energy company in the complex 
farmouts of interests in oil and gas 
properties in Yemen;
• The Mauritanian national oil 
company in financing its obligations 
relating to its participation interest 
in a PSA for the Chinguetti offshore 
field (funded by £100 million AIM 
offering by Sterling Energy plc); and a 
Chinese company in the acquisition 
of an interest in and operatorship of a 
PSA in Mauritania;

• Republic of Mauritania on drafting a 
Model PSA and petroleum legislation;
• A London partner’s work for 
Citibank (as account bank/agent) 
in connection with the $2.9 billion 
project financing of the success-
fully operating new 1,800 km BTC 
pipeline that carries carry Azerbaijan 
and other Caspian region crude to 
the port of Ceyhan on the Turkish 
Mediterranean coast;
• A Scandinavian integrated oil 
company in acquisition of control-
ling interests in the two Moroccan 
national refinery companies, having a 
total deal value of $400 million;
• Advising SADAF of Saudi Arabia 
on the $200 million project financed 
captive power plant at SADAF’s 
Madina Al-Jubail petrochemical 
facilities in Saudi Arabia (this ground-
breaking project was the first IPP and 
the first fully limited recourse financed 
project in Saudi Arabia);
• Assisting sponsors on a number 
of power plant development/finance 
projects in the region — in Turkey, 
Palestine and elsewhere;
• The Saudi government in resolving 
land and maritime boundary issues 
with Yemen and Kuwait, including 
advice and negotiating assistance 
regarding the Saudi-Kuwaiti neutral 

zone that implicated substantial 
shared oil and gas resources;
• SHARQ and other sponsors of the 
Saudi petrochemical industry in the 
creation of an institute to develop 
petrochemical and rubber expertise 
in Saudi Arabia; and
• The Foreign Ministry of Saudi 
Arabia in a wide range of other public 
and commercial law matters.

Africa 

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s involvement over 
many years in substantial project 
work for clients throughout sub-
Saharan Africa is well-recognized 
— including our citation as “Africa 
Law Firm of the Year” by Chambers 
Global in 2005. We opened an office 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 
2000 (making us one of the few inter-
national firms present in this country). 
On this solid foundation, our Energy 
Project Development and Finance 
Teams from London, Paris, the US 
and elsewhere, coordinating closely 
with our Johannesburg lawyers, are 
now serving clients in a number of 
important oil & gas (including LNG), 
power and related infrastructure proj-
ects across the region.
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Thus, in addition to South Africa 
itself, the sub-Saharan Africa experi-
ence of Dewey & LeBoeuf‘s lawyers 
has included work on energy sector 
projects in the following countries (in 
alphabetical order): Angola, Benin, 
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Cameroon, Cap Verde, Chad, Central 
African Republic, Congo (Brazza-
ville), Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, 
Uganda and Zambia. We also main-
tain working contacts with capable 
local counsel throughout the region.

Recent energy sector engagements 
include:

• Current representation of the 
project consortium (including 
Chevron, BP, Total, Eni and Angola’s 
Sonangol) in several development 
aspects of a planned multibillion 
dollar project to construct a deep 
water pipeline to bring gas from 
offshore production platforms to the 
Angola coast, process this gas at a 
new LNG plant, ship the gas to the 
United States, arrange for US regas-

ification terminal capacity and sell the 
re-gasified LNG on the US market;
• CNOOC (China National Overseas 
Oil Corp.) in its $2.3 billion acquisition 
from South Atlantic Petroleum of a 45 
percent stake in the Akpo field 200 
km offshore Nigeria in 2006 (other 
shareholders are Total — as project 
operator, Petrobras and Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corp.);
• Represented a large international 
construction company in connection 
with a project to develop natural gas 
fields in Nigeria, with the intention 
of utilizing the natural gas fields in 
Nigeria, with the intention of utilizing 
the natural gas for a downstream 
LNG project;
• The Republic of Equatorial Guinea 
and its state company Sonagas 
in connection with the develop-
ment and financing of a $6 billion 
project comprising (i) gas pipelines 
from Nigeria to Equatorial Guinea, 
(ii) gas pipelines from Cameroon to 
Equatorial Guinea and (iii) two to 
three LNG trains in Equatorial Guinea;
• The Republic of Ghana, and 
its Volta River Authority as equity 
sponsor and foundation customer, 
in connection with the development 
and project financing of the esti-
mated $570 million West African Gas 
Pipeline (scheduled for completion 

in 2007); this pipeline, co-sponsored 
by Chevron and Shell, will transport 
Nigerian natural gas, traversing nearly 
1,000 km both on and offshore from 
Alagbado in Nigeria’s Niger Delta to 
its planned terminus at the Takoradi 
power plant in Ghana, with additional 
delivery terminals in Benin and Togo;
• The Government of Equatorial 
Guinea in a series of boundary 
disputes with its maritime neighbors 
(Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon and São 
Tomé) involving major hydrocarbon 
reserves — and including negotiation 
of unitization arrangements for a field 
straddling the boundary with Nigeria, 
negotiations on creation of joint 
development zone for oil and gas 
resources with Gabon, and repre-
sentation before the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague in 
Cameroon-Nigeria case and advice in 
related bilateral negotiations;
• Currently advising the Government 
of São Tomé e Príncipe in connection 
with the World Bank-funded review 
and update of its national petroleum 
legislation and form contracts to 
stimulate oil and gas E&P activity, 
as well as training the in-house staff 
of the independent regulator of the 
country’s petroleum sector;
• A London partner’s work for 
Citibank as agent bank in the  
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$1 billion Chad-Cameroon crude oil 
pipeline financing led by ExxonMobil; 
the World Bank, major Western 
equipment suppliers and commercial 
lenders also participated;
• Affiliates of China’s CNPC on a 
farm-in to a large oil concession in 
Chad, and a partial farm-out to a joint 
venture partner in Niger;
• Representing Canadian Natural 
Resources in its 2005 acquisition of 
the Olowi field offshore Gabon from 
US seller Pioneer Natural Resources 
and in its 2006 disposal of Block 16 
offshore Angola to Maersk Oil;
• Advising a European private equity 
fund on an investment into Africa 
Fortesa Corp., a company having 
onshore gas exploration field interests 
in Senegal;
• Assisting an Israeli petroleum 
company in connection with 
Government negotiations in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
and its due diligence investigations in 
view of the conclusion of a produc-
tion chain contract;
• General advice and assistance 
to French independent petroleum 
company in its negotiations of a 
production chain contract for explo-
ration blocks in Senegal, Gabon and 
Tanzania, including negotiation of 

service contracts for offshore drilling 
and farm-in agreements;
• Corporate and project finance 
advice to South Africa’s Central 
Energy Fund (CEF) on its joint venture 
development of a planned $1 billion 
pipeline from Mozambique’s Panda 
gas fields. South Africa-based gas 
company SASOL is a co-sponsor;
• Acting for Sasol of South Africa on 
its global joint venture with Chevron 
to implement gas-to-liquids projects 
worldwide; and advising Sasol on 
the development of the $1 billion 
Escravos gas-to-liquids project in 
Nigeria;
• Current assistance to an Asian 
major oil company in the develop-
ment of a refinery complex in a West 
African country;
• The Volta River Authority and the 
Government of Ghana in the devel-
opment and financing of the  
$650 million, 330 MW Takoradi 
combined cycle thermal power 
plant, adjacent to an existing 330 
MW plant; the project involves IFC 
financing;
• Current representation of 
NamPower on the reconstituted 
Kudu II gas development and gas-
fueled power development project 
(an initial 800 MW plant is planned, 
with a second 800 MW plant under 

consideration) also to involve Eskom, 
South Africa’s electric utility, and 
Energy Africa (subsidiary of Tullow 
Oil, a UK independent);
• A consortium of major international 
oil companies in the development 
and financial structuring of two 
proposed independent power proj-
ects in Nigeria;
• Nigerian joint venture in a new-build 
IPP, the first project financed IPP in 
Nigeria;
• Sahara Energy Resources and 
Korea Electric Power Company on 
the acquisition of the 1300MW Egbin 
power station in Nigeria;
• The Zambian Electricity 
Corporation and the Ministry of 
Energy of Zambia, on the bulk supply 
of power to the Copperbelt and 
privatization process for the Zambian 
mining industry, and related loan 
facilities from the Development Bank 
of South Africa and other institutions;
• Eskom of South Africa (i) in its 
51 percent investment in NEPSKOM, 
a joint venture company formed with 
the Nigerian National Electric Power 
Authority; (ii) on the PBMR nuclear 
power project in South Africa; and 
(iii) in a state-mandated restructuring 
of the electricity distribution industry 
whereby Eskom, as a country-wide 
distribution company, is transferring 
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its assets into autonomous regional 
distribution companies;
• A major US energy company on its 
current bid to develop and finance 
two electric generation projects in 
South Africa; and
• Regulatory and corporate advice 
to the Government of Niger and to 
the Government of Guinea under 
two separate World Bank financed 
contracts in connection with those 
countries’ electricity sector restruc-
turing, transformation of the existing 
concessions and the determination 
of future status of the national power 
companies. 

China/India/Asia

Through our offices in Beijing and 
Hong Kong and the work of many 
lawyers from our New York, Houston, 
London, and Russia/CIS offices, 
Dewey & LeBoeuf has long-standing 
energy sector project capacity and 
experience involving China, India and 
other countries throughout the Asia/
Pacific region. 

We have 15 lawyers on the ground 
in China. Our Beijing office is headed 
by a seasoned partner-practitioner 
native to the People’s Republic and 
having both Chinese and American 

legal educations, and also features a 
US partner with energy sector (both 
upstream and downstream) and 
related M&A experience. There are 
also other experienced Chinese and 
international lawyers with capabilities 
of handling a range of cross-border 
investment and finance matters, with 
an overall emphasis on the energy 
sector. 

Our Hong Kong office is co-headed 
by an experienced UK-qualified and 
London-trained energy and infra-
structure finance, M&A, and joint 
venture and finance lawyer, and also 
features a leading shipping finance 
partner having extensive oil and gas 
vessel experience. Lawyers of this 
office have considerable hands-on 
project work experience in Indonesia 
and Malaysia, and are fluent in the 
languages of these countries in addi-
tion to Mandarin and Cantonese.

Our India Energy practice is headed 
by core group of partners and 
Indian-origin associates in our 
London office, in coordination with 
our Moscow, Hong Kong and other 
offices.

Our lawyers’ notable project involve-
ments have included:

China
• In the context of China’s core 
strategy of hydrocarbon asset 
acquisition in neighboring regions, 
representation of China National 
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) and 
its affiliates in several important 
upstream, pipeline and downstream 
transactions in Central Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East and elsewhere — 
including ones summarized below 
and elsewhere in this brochure;
• Representing CNPC on its recent, 
successfully closed $4.2 billion 
acquisition of PetroKazakhstan, a 
leading Canadian-owned indepen-
dent having upstream, midstream and 
downstream assets in Kazakhstan 
(this being the largest Asian 
(ex-Japan) completed cross-border 
M&A transaction for 2005 — 
per Thomson Financial January 
2006), and on CNPC’s disposition of 
a pre-agreed minority stake to 
KazMunayGas;
• Assisting an affiliate of CNPC (i) in 
the acquisition of the North Buzachi 
and Bars fields (from Nimir Petroleum 
and Chevron) in the Kazakh Caspian 
shore area, and (ii) in the acquisition 
from local owners of Ai-Dan Munai, a 
company holding two onshore explo-
ration blocks in Kazakhstan;
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• Advising other major Chinese 
energy companies, including China 
National Offshore Oil Company 
(CNOOC) and Sinochem, on selected 
international transactions;
• Advised a Korean energy company 
on an LNG receiving terminal project 
in Xingdo, China;
• Advice to the main participants 
(Chinese and Kazakh state oil 
companies) at various stages (1998 
to 2004), on the planning, financing 
and construction of the strategically 
important oil pipeline network that 
will span 3,000 km overall, running 
from central Kazakhstan and to carry 
Caspian-region and Russian crude to 
western China;
• Advice to various sponsors of proj-
ects to run crude oil and natural gas 
pipelines from Russian fields (in East 
Siberia and the Far East) to China; 
also, advice to potential Russian 
sellers and Chinese buyers on other 
means of supplying oil and gas to the 
Chinese market;
• Advice to China’s largest electricity 
company, Huaneng International 
Electricity Co. Ltd. (now Huaneng 
Group) in its purchases of four power 
plants, valued at a total of $800 
million; 

• Advised an Asian IPP on a series of 
acquisitions of power projects total-
ling over 3000 MW;
• Counselled an Abu Dhabi petro-
chemical company on a project in 
China;
• Advice to a Singapore-based 
power company in various matters 
relating to its Chinese joint venture 
company, Ningbo Gangxi Power 
Plant Ltd;
• Acting for the energy affiliate of 
a prominent Malaysian conglom-
erate on its recent bid for a Chinese 
offshore field interest; and
• Advice to a major European 
infrastructure company on four 
waste-to-energy projects in Asia.

India
• Currently assisting the interna-
tional unit of India’s Oil and Natural 
Gas Company (ONGC Videsh) in its 
proposed strategic acquisition of a 
producing oil company abroad;
• Advising the project sponsors 
on the development and project 
financing of a $2 billion Metgas LNG 
procurement and tanker trans-
portation, gas sales and pipeline 
transportation project in India;
• Assisting to ONGC Mittal Ltd. 
(OMEL), an investment joint venture 
of the international unit of India’s Oil 

and Natural Gas company (ONGC 
Videsh) and the Mittal Group, in its 
proposed strategic acquisition of the 
substantial Kazakhstan oil-producing 
assets of three separate international 
energy companies (2004 to date);
• Assisting the developers (Alstom, 
EdF, Ispat) in the $1.5 billion 
1100 MW coal-fired power station in 
Maharashtra, India; involved advising 
on project financing of the power 
station and negotiating with commer-
cial bank syndicate and export credit 
agencies ECGD and Coface; and
• Currently assisting the promoters 
with the initial fundraising by way of a 
bond issue (in the BVI) of a company 
that is to hold renewable-energy 
assets in India.

Other Asian
• Acting for the Privatization 
Commission of Pakistan on the priva-
tization of Sui Natural Gas;
• Advising the sponsors on the 
project documentation and financing 
of an oil pipeline project in Bali, 
Indonesia; 
• Advising a US energy major as 
sponsor of a proposed gas pipeline 
running through the South China Sea 
to Indonesia to Thailand; 
• Advising OPIC, and the 
Netherlands state finance/develop-
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ment agency (FMO), on financing of 
the $1 billion West Seno deepwater 
oil and gas development and produc-
tion project in the Makassar Strait, 
East Kalimantan and Indonesia (2002 
to present);
• Advising a large US independent 
in its $170 million sale of Indonesian 
offshore oil and gas assets to a 
leading Asian energy company, via 
sale of stock in local subsidiary;
• Acting for the financial arranger on 
the project financing of shipment of 
LNG to Taiwan;
• Advising a US oil major on 
boundary issues affecting the Natuna 
field in the maritime area between 
Indonesia and Malaysia; 
• Advising HEW as bidder for a stake 
in a company developing on IPP and 
an SPP in Thailand; and
• Advising Covanta Energy on the 
restructuring of its interests in a 
Quezon, Philippines coal-fired power 
project.

Latin America

The firm has long been actively 
involved throughout this region — for 
North American, European, Asian 
and local clients pursuing ventures, 
M&A deals and financings in the 
energy sector among other spheres. 

Our energy, project finance, securi-
ties and other lawyers (including a 
number fluent in Spanish and Portu-
guese) from various US, European 
and other offices of the firm are most 
closely involved in this Latin American 
practice, working together as appro-
priate with local counsel covering 
all of the important countries in the 
region. 

Energy project engagements of note 
include: 

• A large US independent in its 
strategic sale of certain producing 
Argentinean oil and gas interests to a 
Brazilian company; 
• Sinochem of China on its  
$100 million purchase of an 
oilfield stake in Ecuador from 
ConocoPhillips; and another Chinese 
state oil company in connection with 
the restructuring of its field invest-
ments in Peru;
• Shell in its 2004 sale of certain 
South American downstream busi-
nesses, as part of its strategy of 
divesting non-core assets;
• A US developer in a Peruvian 
project involving the production of 
gas, the construction of several gas 
pipelines and electric plants and 
related financing;

• Oil company clients on mari-
time boundary issues relating to 
hydrocarbon resources as between 
Venezuela and Guyana, and as 
between Barbados and Trinidad/
Tobago; government clients in 
various other maritime boundary 
dispute proceedings;
• A lender group consisting of the 
US Export-Import Bank, BNDES (the 
development bank of Brazil), SACE 
(the Italian export credit agency) and 
a syndicate of six European invest-
ment banks in the multi-currency 
financing of the  
$1.2 billion Rio Polímeros gas-chem-
ical project outside of Río de Janeiro, 
Brazil sponsored by Petrobras, 
Unipar and Suzano; this project is 
often cited as the first true limited 
recourse financing in Brazil;
• A Mirant Corp. affiliate in the refi-
nancing of three power plants with 
a combined capacity of 1,170 MW 
to supply (pursuant to an existing 
PPA) approximately 80 percent of 
the energy and capacity used by the 
state entity that distributes power in 
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
and to facilitate construction of a 
circa 208 MW power plant expan-
sion pursuant to an expansion PPA 
(completed in 2006);
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• A major American energy company 
on gas supply arrangements related 
to the construction and financing of a 
power plant in Brazil; and negotiation 
of power purchase agreements for 
four other plants in that country;
• Current assistance to a North 
American power company on its 
proposed entry into Brazil;
• Covanta Energy as sponsor on the 
development of the São Jeronimo 
330 MW hydro-electric project in 
Brazil;
• Duro Felguera as EPC contractor 
in the Termo Candalaria 320 MW 
gas fired power station project in 
Colombia; 
• International consortium in 
successful bid and closing on 
capitalization of part of Bolivia’s 
hydroelectric generation assets;
• Counsel to sponsor (Tenaska) on 
the acquisition of an existing hydro-
electric facility in Bolivia;
• A Canadian utility on the Socabaro-
Montabaya high voltage transmission 
line project in Peru. 
• Current advice to a major US 
energy company in connection with 
the capital markets financing of 
generation projects in the Caribbean 
Basin;
• York Research as sponsor in 
the development and Rule 144A 

financing of a 215 MW gas-fueled 
generating facility in Trinidad and 
Tobago; 
• El Paso Energy in the development 
of five multiple-site thermal electric 
generation projects in Brazil (the first 
IPPs done in that country); and
• Numerous international devel-
opers in energy and water facility 
project financings, including bids for 
privatized facilities, in Brazil, Bolivia, 
Colombia and Chile.
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