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Our Group

As a leading global advisor to the energy sector, Dewey & LeBoeuf has 
extensive experience representing clients in oil, gas and energy-related 
regulatory, litigation and arbitration matters throughout the world. Our 
clients include major oil and gas companies, project developers, pipelines, 
governments, sovereigns, refinery operators and offshore drillers and we 
have advised on matters at every stage of the exploration, production, 
refining, transportation and distribution process. Our team of lawyers 
has substantial experience of oil, gas and energy industry customs and 
practices as well as applicable regulatory schemes, including issues 
relating to environmental litigation. 

Our firm has litigators and arbitration lawyers throughout our network of 
26 global offices. Each of our offices has access to the experience and 
litigation/arbitration resources of the entire firm. As a result, we are able to 
assemble national or international litigation and arbitration teams to handle 
major matters in any jurisdiction worldwide.

Our representation of international oil, gas and energy companies and 
also joint ventures, governments, national and state energy companies, 
means that we have experience of the types of disputes and issues which 
can arise in this sector, from all parties’ perspectives. We have specialists 
in arbitration and ADR, including expert determination, adjudication and 
mediation, as well as litigation and all forms of interlocutory relief, including 
freezing orders and other types of injunctions.
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About Dewey & LeBoeuf

Dewey & LeBoeuf is a leading 
global law firm providing our diverse 
client base with national and cross-
border solutions to all of their legal 
requirements. We have also earned 
a reputation for our deep firm-wide 
experience in numerous sectors, 
including energy, financial services, 
insurance and technology.

With more than 1,100 lawyers in 
26 offices spanning major financial 
markets around the world, we are one 
of the largest law firms in New York 
City and one of the largest US firms 
located in London.

As a firm that frequently advises 
our clients on assignments that 
span multiple practice areas and 
jurisdictions, we have well-established 
strengths in the emerging markets. 
Over a third of our lawyers are based 
outside of the US in exciting areas 
of growth, including China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and South Africa. 
This is complemented by our well-
established network of offices across 
Asia, Europe and the United States.

For more information, please visit 
dl.com.
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Litigation and Arbitration

Our energy disputes lawyers have successfully represented oil, gas and 
energy clients in complex disputes involving virtually every aspect of the 
oil, gas and energy industry, including upstream and downstream matters, 
project development, construction, crisis management and emergency 
response, pollution, as well as general commercial matters. We also 
represent clients in arbitrations worldwide. We have broad experience with 
the applicable conventions, as well as remedies such as attachments, 
injunctions and freezing of assets. Our experience provides our clients 
with the means to forcefully press their positions in the confidential 
setting offered by arbitration while preserving existing relationships where 
possible. We are highly skilled in mediation and settlement negotiations, 
yet we do not hesitate to vigorously pursue arbitration awards where 
settlement is impossible.

We have extensive experience with various arbitration rules, including 
the AAA Commercial Rules of Arbitration and International Rules for the 
International Center for Dispute Resolution, United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) arbitration rules, International 
Chamber of Commerce rules, rules of the London Court of International 
Arbitration, arbitration rules of the International Centre for Settlement 
of Investment Disputes and the rules of the Singapore International 
Arbitration Center (SIAC). 
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Our representative litigation and arbitration experience includes: 

• Representing Cadogan Petroleum Plc in a major fraud case in the 
Chancery Division of the English High Court

• Defending Neste Oil in an LCIA arbitration regarding claim for damages 
arising from a Stable Gas Condensate contract

• Representing a major Asian power company in an LCIA arbitration 
arising from a joint venture project in Chad and involving a related 
arbitration in Texas

• Representing a seismology client in an ICC arbitration concerning claims 
for unpaid commissions alleged to arise under certain consultancy 
agreements relating to business interests in Saudi Arabia

• Representing a Gulf petrochemical entity in an ICC arbitration with 
another Gulf entity arising from claims relating to the construction and 
operation of a refinery and a petrochemical plant in the region

• Representing an African government in an international arbitration under 
UNCITRAL rules arising from a dispute relating to the commissioning of a 
power plant barge with dual fuel firing capability for natural gas and diesel

• Advising a subsidiary of a US oil company in Singapore arbitration under 
SIAC rules arising from a power supply contract dispute. Our lawyers 
negotiated a favorable settlement

• Representing an oil company in their negotiations with insurers following 
a major refinery fire.
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Regulation

Dewey & LeBoeuf handles the full range of oil, gas and energy regulatory 
matters and, typically, our work in connection with regulatory litigation 
involves consulting with corporate officials in all planning stages; assisting 
our clients in developing the theories and bases for their position; 
preparing tariffs and contracts; assisting expert witnesses; supervising the 
conduct of discovery; conducting all phases of evidentiary hearings and 
briefings; formulating and negotiating settlements; conducting appellate 
litigation; and assisting in the preparation of refund reports and other 
compliance filings.

Our regulatory litigation experience includes: 

• Representing various utility holding companies and individual utilities 
before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) concerning 
request for declaration of exempt status and related matters under the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act of 2005

• Representing integrated oil and gas companies, trading and marketing 
companies and individuals in non-public investigations and civil 
enforcement actions arising under the Commodity Exchange Act, 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission Regulations, the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007, Federal Trade Commission 
Regulations and related state statutes regulations as well as 
commercial litigation in state and federal courts arising out of trading 
and marketing activities

• Representing IdaCorp, Inc., and member of the steering committee 
of Transaction Finality Group, in the litigation for FERC’s Pacific 
Northwest refund proceedings regarding refunds and contracting in the 
inflammatory environment surrounding Western market disorders

• Representing Unocal Corp. before the Federal Trade Commission 
in connection with the sale of a subsidiary. We obtained regulatory 
approval for the transaction upon negotiation of asset divestiture

• Representing the Broadwater Project in contested proceedings before 
the FERC and other agencies of the federal government and New York 
State in connection with the Project’s proposal to site a sub-sea pipeline 
and floating storage and regasification unit for LNG off-shore Long 
Island Sound

• Representing numerous natural gas pipeline companies in rate, refund, 
tariff and complaint cases before the FERC over a span of decades.
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Environmental Litigation

Dewey & LeBoeuf’s environmental litigation work is internationally 
recognized due to our experience in significant and varied environmental 
disputes. Our clients’ activities are often heavily regulated and, in addition, 
environmental special interest groups closely monitor our clients’ activities. 
Our approach is to assist our clients in the management of liabilities to 
minimize the potential for litigation and to seek solutions that avoid it to 
the extent that position can be maintained while best serving the client’s 
interests. We have extensive experience with stakeholder management 
and dispute resolutions techniques, to avert costly litigation.

Some matters, however, inevitably result in civil litigation (including private 
party-only, governmental and “citizens suits”); administrative (including 
permitting and enforcement) and even criminal proceedings. In those 
instances, our litigators readily assume an active defense or prosecution, 
covering compliance, bodily injury/toxic torts, property damage and 
nuisance involving virtually all environmental media and major laws at the 
trial court, appellate court and administrative level.

Our lawyers have tried environmental and toxic tort cases to verdict, 
argued in appellate courts, resolved matters through settlements and 
various forms of dispute resolution and avoided disputes through creative 
and thoughtful approaches, all while partnering closely with our clients.
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Examples of our work include:

• Representing the largest UK energy support services provider in 
defence of a High Court action involving allegations of common law 
nuisance and negligence by over 100 local residents, concerning 
emissions from a coking plant

• Defending energy companies in investigations and litigation commenced 
by USEPA/Department of Justice concerning air emissions (e.g., 
“Section 114” NSR/PSD Matters)

• Helping a leading European energy company resist competing claims to 
title to on-and-off-site Climate Change Levy Certificates (LECs)

• Defending mass tort class actions with substantive citizen suit claims, 
including conferring with a variety of medical and non-medical experts in 
cases involving causation issues arising from alleged toxic exposure

• Acting for a global automotive company with respect to a major product 
liability issue involving extensive advice on liability under, and regulatory 
compliance with, the REACH chemicals regime and EU General Product 
Safety Directive

• Defending the operator of a large UK-based CHP plant in English High 
Court proceedings concerning disputed title to EU ETS emissions 
allowances worth approximately £150 million.
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